Name: ________________________________

Idioms in And Then There Were None

Idiom: An expression that is not meant to be taken literally.
Example: It is raining cats and dogs!
(Cats and dogs are not literally falling from the sky. This expression means it is pouring rain.)
Idioms: Underline the idiom in each
example below.
He (Lombard) had said it in a casual way
as though a hundred guineas was nothing
to him. A hundred guineas when he was
literally down to his last square meal!
(p.6)

Possible Meaning?

Significance to Text: What
does it reveal to us as
readers?

Lombard is poor and

Because he’s desperate for money,

only has enough

Lombard is willing to take on the

money to pay for one
more meal.

job at Soldier Island, even if it
involves illegal activity. The fact
that he is willing to do illegal jobs
makes Lombard suspicious to us.

Lombard’s own lips parted in a grin…By
Jove, he’d sailed pretty near the wind
once or twice! But he’d always gotten
away with it! There wasn’t much he drew
the line at really… (p.7)
A whacking fee. These Owens must be
rolling in money! (p. 12)

Vera thought: “She looks frightened of her
own shadow.” (p. 31)

Dr. Armstrong said: “I’ll give you a hand,
Rogers.” (p. 54)

“Got some fancy Christian names, hasn’t
he? Ulick Norman Owen. Quite a
mouthful.” (p. 57)
“Notice how her husband hung over her
as she was coming round…He was like a
cat on hot bricks. Scared out of his life as
to what she might say” (p. 100)
Hooding his eyes, the judge smiled to
himself…He’d cooked Seton’s goose all
right! (p. 81)
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