
 

GUIDED PRACTICE: Complex or Compound-Complex? 
 

Complex Sentences 

Directions: In the following sentences, underline the independent clauses once and put 

brackets around the subordinate clauses. Finally, label the subordinate clause as ADJ or 

ADV on the provided line.  

  

Example:   ADV  [Although the desert has a harsh climate], many creatures live there. 

 

_______ 1. I wrote my mom a letter from camp that she ended up saving in her Bible.  

_______  2. When Mrs. Cruce entered the room, we all became quiet.  

_______  3. No one was excited about football that year which had never been the case in the past.  

_______  4. When I’m tired, I’m not good company for anyone.  

_______  5. Mrs. Gilmore’s father began feeling better before the doctor arrived.  

 

Compound-Complex Sentences 

Directions: In each sentence below, underline the independent clauses once (you will have 

two per sentence) and put the subordinate clause in brackets (one per sentence). Finally, label 

the subordinate clause as ADJ or ADV on the provided line.  

 

Example: ADJ  Stamp collecting is a hobby [which I most enjoy], and I have a huge collection.  
 

_______  6. Since the rain stopped, the game can be resumed; our team is ahead. 

_______  7. The first-time actor was nervous which was understandable, but afterwards he 

felt like he did very well.  

_______  8.  Miss Brown has been studying piano since she was six years old, and she enjoys it.  

_______  9. The dining room furniture that Mom likes is one sale, but it is still very 

expensive. 

_______  10. Miss Meadows knew where the park was, and she gave us directions.  

 

Complex or Compound-Complex? 

Directions: In the following sentences continue to underline all independent clauses once and 

put brackets around the subordinate clauses. Then distinguish whether each sentence is 

complex (CX) or compound-complex (CD-CX).  

 

________11. Before the queen rode in the parade, she gave a speech. 

________12. After we heard when his birthday was, the students decided to celebrate, so 

they decorated Mr. Buckner’s classroom before school.  

________13. The bookstore ordered the items that Mrs. Kennedy requested, but she is still 

waiting on them.  

________14. I must stay home until the technician gets here to repair our air conditioner.   

________15. Mr. Burdett told us that we should get started, but we waited on him anyway.  


