College Visits and Selection

College Selection: Visit 3-5 colleges by beginning of your senior year.  During the fall of your senior year, make second visits to your final choices.  On at least one of the visits, take your parents with you.

Compare colleges based on factors that are important to you.

Keep the following factors in mind:

1. Size (physical size of campus; enrollment).

2. Location (distance from home).

3. Environment (type of school –2 or 4 year, school setting – rural or urban, location and size of nearest city, religious affiliation).

4. Admission requirements (deadline, tests required, minimum test scores, notification)

5. Facilities (academic, recreational, etc.).

6. Housing (residential hall requirement, food plan).

7. Academics (accreditation, student-faculty ratio, typical freshman class size, your major offered, curriculum and course requirements for specific majors.).

8. College expenses (tuition, room and board, books, travel to and from home, application fee, deposits, etc.).

9. Financial aid (deadlines, scholarships, tuition assistance programs).

    10.   Student activities (clubs, organizations, Greek life, athletics, intramurals, etc.).

    11.   Special programs (e.g., study abroad).

    12.   Academic advising and career counseling procedures.

13.   Faculty-student relations

14.   Student access to required readings, laboratory space, and computer terminals  

        (e.g., Are there enough terminals for everyone to use during peak periods such as 

         mid-semester and final exams?).

The Campus Visit: Single most important college search tool!

Question to ask before you go:
1. Why do I want to go to college?

2. How important is the size of the college?

3. How important is the size of the town?

4. How far away from home am I willing to go?

5. What does my perfect school look like?

6. How developed are my study skills?

7. Do I meet the minimum entrance requirements?

Questions to ask during your visit:

1. Do the physical surroundings appeal to me?

2. Does the average class size appeal to me?

3. Would I be able to have the faculty/student relationship I desire?

4. Does the college offer my major area of study?

5. Is there quantifiable evidence of quality in my particular area of study?

6. What is the makeup of the faculty?

7. What about accessibility of computers and internet?

8. Are clubs and organizations that interest me available?

9. What about campus safety?

10. What is the makeup of the student body?

11. What kinds of support services are available to me?

12. How difficult is it for freshmen to get a “freshman class schedule?”

13. How much does it cost?

14. What in-house financial aid is available in my area of study?

15. Is there a housing requirement?  What is the housing like?

16. Is a meal plan available?  

17. Can I have a car?  Do I need one?

When setting up a campus visit ask to:

1. Sit in on a freshman class

2. Speak with a professor in your intended area of study

3. Shadow a student-makes campus questions personal by asking a student

4. Eat in the campus cafeteria

5. See special facilities of interest to you.

After the official tour, roam around on your own for a while.  Talk with a few students at random.  Get a feel of how others perceive the college and their experience.
Ways to set up a college visit:
1. Sign up online through the college admissions website.

2. Call the college admissions office.
