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5476 Caldwell Mill Road

Birmingham, AL  35242

Office:  (205) 682-5200 ( Fax:  (205) 682-5205

Dear Student,
It is hard to believe you are almost done with your high school career. That means the time has arrived for you to make some very important plans. This booklet is a compilation of information which will answer many of the questions you may have heading into your senior year. Please study this material and discuss it with your parent(s)/guardian(s) as you begin formulating your post secondary decisions. 
We are happy to assist you with your plans and look forward to working with you the remainder of your time in high school. We would like to especially encourage you to concentrate on the “Big Three Factors in College Admissions.” They are:
· Academic rigor
· GPA

· ACT and/or SAT scores
We are truly excited to see the end results of all of your hard work and planning!

Sincerely,

Pat Holder – Department Chairperson
Counselor

Grades 11-12 (Last Names L-Z)

pholder@shelbyed.k12.al.us

Bobby Deavers

Counselor

Grades 11-12 (Last Names A-K)

bdeavers@shelbyed.k12.al.us
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CHECKLIST

________1.

Make a list of colleges in which you are most interested (3-6 schools). Visit!!
________2.

Complete a Resume!! You will need one for your senior English class.
________3.

Check the websites of the colleges on your list to see which entrance exams (usually ACT or SAT) are preferred for admission.  You may view college catalogs by visiting the college website(s) online.  Entrance requirements for all colleges are found on college websites.

________4.
Check your high school grades and courses to see if they conform to the requirements for admission listed on the college websites.  Make an appointment with your counselor if you need assistance.

________5.
Register and take the ACT and/or SAT.  Most colleges require one of these tests as criteria for admission.  You may apply and view practice questions on-line at www.actstudent.org and/or www.collegboard.com.  Most colleges will want you to take the optional ACT writing section ONE time.  
________6.
Most colleges now have applications online and prefer that you apply electronically.  Many colleges (usually private) accept the Common Application. Most colleges also require an application fee ($30-$75 or more).
________7.
Begin filling out your applications in the summer before your senior year.  Some applications are quite lengthy and involve a great deal of time and thought.  When requesting letters of recommendation or forms to be completed provide teachers with stamped, addressed envelopes to the college.  Submit requests, forms and envelopes to teachers, counselor or other school official at least FOUR WEEKS PRIOR TO MAIL DEADLINE.  Before submitting the forms to counselor/teacher, complete the student part of the form which usually includes a section on your rights to see the completed form.  Note: many teacher recommendations are now completed online.  Read the directions carefully.  Be sure to write your teacher a thank you note.  

________8.
TRANSCRIPTS:  Request the registrar to send an official transcript to each college to which you apply. You can request transcripts by picking up a Transcript Request Form in the registrar’s office or the counseling center.  Complete the form and return it to the registrar.  A transcript is not “official” unless it is sent directly from the high school to the college.  You cannot hand-carry it yourself.  The transcript will show your yearly grades for grades 9, 10, and 11.  If you want some/all of your test scores sent, you may ask the registrar to include them.  However, all colleges will ask that you have your ACT and/or SAT scores sent officially from the testing service (act.org or collegeboard.com).
________9.
If you will need financial assistance in order to attend college, check with your counselor early in your senior year about the federal monies available; also, contact the Director of Financial Aid at the colleges to which you apply.  
________10.
Some colleges require a medical examination as part of their application process.  Your family physician can give you the physical examination and complete the required forms.

________11.
If it is at all possible, you should visit the colleges you are considering.  Arrangements may be made by contacting the Admissions Office or registering online.  The institution you choose will be your college home for four years, and you would not purchase a home without first examining it, regardless of how appealing the real estate agent made it seem.  

________12.
When you receive your acceptance letter from a college, you are under NO obligation to attend that school.  
   
Most colleges will ask for a confirmation concerning your intention to attend their school, along with a room          


deposit (if you plan to live in a dormitory).  Once you have chosen your college home, return your 
    
confirmation form and room deposit (in order to assure your room reservation).
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WHAT IS A ______?
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ACT:  All colleges in the State of Alabama use ACT as part of their admissions criteria.  This is also true of many colleges and universities outside the state.  Our school code number is 010-408.  The next testing dates are listed on page 6 of this booklet.  The tests measure educational development in English, mathematics, reading, and science reasoning and are given at specified test centers throughout the year. An optional writing component has been added.  ACT scores range from 1-36.  
ACCREDITATION: Recognition of a college or university by any of the regional or national accrediting bodies, indicating that the institution as a whole has been judged to be meeting its objectives

       ADVANCED PLACEMENT: Granting of credit and/or assignment to an advanced course on the basis of evidence that the student has mastered the equivalent of an introductory course.

AID PACKAGE: A combination of aid (possibly including a scholarship, grant, loan, and work-study) determined by a college financial aid office.



CSS FINANCIAL AID PROFILE (formerly FAF- Financial Aid Form):  The Financial Aid PROFILE Service is offered by the College Scholarship Service and is used by certain schools to award their own private funds.  Students register for the service by completing a one-page PROFILE and mailing it to CSS (along with a fee).  A customized application packet will then be mailed to the student. 


CANDIDATES REPLY DATE: A policy among subscribing institutions that permits students to wait until May 1 to choose, without penalty, among offers of admission/financial aid.



CLASS RANK AND CREDITS: These two items concern your grades and subjects taken.  Class rank is computed on the basis of course averages in Grades 9-11.  Most colleges are concerned with only your academic grade average.  Credits are the number of courses passed.  You can get your class rank and GPA from Family Connection or the Registrar, Mrs. Merrill.


COLLEGE CALENDAR: Common systems of instruction time-

Traditional semester-two approximately equal semesters

Early semester-two semesters, the first ending before Christmas 

Quarter-three equal terms of about 12 weeks each 

Trimester-calendar year divided into three equal semesters.

    The third semester replaces summer school

4-1-4--two equal terms of about 18 weeks each, with a 4-week interim term



COMMON APPLICATION:  Many colleges have worked together to develop & distribute the Common Application.  Using this form to apply to several schools has many advantages both to students & counselors because you only have one form to complete.  Copies may then be sent to any number of participating colleges.  The same is true of the “School Report” & “Teacher Evaluation” portions.  Common applications are available online in July or August at www.commonapp.org and we encourage you to use them.  Statistics show that students using Common Applications are given the same consideration as those using the colleges’ individual forms.

CREDIT HOUR: A unit of academic credit that often represents one hour of class time per week for a period of study (semester, quarter, etc.).

DEFERRED ADMISSION: The practice of some colleges allowing an accepted student to postpone enrollment for one year.

EARLY ACTION: An application process, which permits students to make application to an institution of preference and receive a decision during the senior year, well in advance of the normal response dates in the spring.  The candidate is not committed to enroll at that particular institution.

EARLY ADMISSION: Admitting students of superior ability into college courses and programs before they have completed the standard high school program.



EARLY DECISION PLAN:  This is an admission plan used by some colleges.  Under this plan, a student who has excellent grades, test scores, recommendations and activities to the credit may apply on an early basis.  By satisfactorily fulfilling the admission requirements, the qualified student may receive some action on his application from the college by as early as November 1st of the senior year.  Under this plan, one would have to take admission tests and possibly SAT II Subject tests during the Junior Year.  An application process in which a commitment is made by the student to the institution, that if admitted, the student will enroll. Only a student who can make a deliberate and well-reasoned first choice decision should apply under an Early Decision plan because the institution will require a nonrefundable deposit well before May 1.
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FREE APPLICATION for FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA): The application is required for students to be considered for federal student financial aid. Obtain a FAFSA worksheet from the counseling center to prepare for electronic filing.  The FAFSA is processed free of charge, and it is used by most state agencies and colleges. Students are not charged a fee when filing this form.  Apply online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.
GRADE POINT AVERAGE: An indicator of the student's overall scholastic performance. The GPA is computed by multiplying the number of grade points earned in each course (generally, A=4 B=3, C=2, D=l, F=0) times the number of course hours/credit hours, then dividing the sum by the total number of course hours/credit hours carried.

GRANTS: Awards based on financial need that do not require repayment. Grants are available through the federal government, state agencies, and educational institutions
HONORS PROGRAM: Any program offering opportunity for superior students to enrich their educational experience through independent, advanced, or accelerated study.

MAJOR: The subject of study in which the student chooses to specialize; a series of related courses, taken primarily in the junior and senior years.

NATIONAL COLLEGE FAIR:  Selecting the right college is one of the most important decisions you will make during your lifetime.  This decision will have a great impact on shaping your future educational career.  To assist you in this process, the National Association of College Admission Counselors organizes a National College Fair each fall.

OPEN ADMISSIONS: The policy of some colleges of admitting virtually all high school graduates regardless of academic qualifications such as high school grades and admission test scores.

PLAN: A tenth-grade "Pre-ACT” assessment program designed to help students improve their postsecondary planning and preparation. PLAN contains academic tests, an interest inventory, study skills assessment, and student information section, and it is complementary in content and format to the ACT Assessment. PLAN scores range from 1-32. Students take the PLAN in October of their 10th grade year.
PSAT:  The PSAT is a standardized test given to 9th-11th graders that provides firsthand practice for the SAT®. It also gives students a chance to enter NMSC scholarship programs and gain access to college and career planning tools. The PSAT measures critical reading, math problem solving, and writing skills. The exam is given in October.
REGULAR DECISION:  The application process in which a student submits an application to an institution by a specified date and receives a decision within a reasonable and clearly stated period of time, but not later than April 15.

ROLLING ADMISSION:  An admission procedure by which the college considers each application as soon as all required materials have been received. The college then notifies each applicant of acceptance or rejection as soon as possible.

SAT I: A test of mathematics, critical reading and writing abilities given by the College Entrance Examination Board (CEEB) at specified test centers throughout the year and required or recommended by many colleges as part of the admission process.  This test is published by the College Entrance Examination Board.  It is used by many out-of-state schools.  The SAT II Subject Tests are sometimes required in addition to the SAT score.  Our school code number is 010-408.  The next testing dates are listed on another page in this booklet.

SAT II: One-hour subject tests primarily multiple-choice that measure knowledge or skills in a particular subject and your ability to apply that knowledge.  Many colleges require or recommend one or more of the subject Tests for admissions or placement.

SCHOLARSHIPS: Non-repayable awards to students based on merit or merit plus need.

STUDENT AID REPORT (SAR): The information you will receive approximately 3-6 weeks after your FAFSA has been processed. It will report the information from your application and, if there are no questions or problems with your application, your SAR will report your Expected Family Contribution (EFC).



TRANSCRIPT:  A transcript is a copy of your grades, 9-11.  Upon graduation, the transcript shows your grades through your senior year.  Transcripts may be requested the Registrar or Counseling Center.  There is a form to complete to have a transcript mailed. Following graduation a final transcript is sent free of charge provided you complete the proper “final transcript request form” in May.

WAIT LIST: A term used by institutions to describe a process in which they may initially delay offering or deny admission. Rather, the institution extends the possibility of admission in the future. Colleges offer admission to wait list candidates if insufficient numbers of regularly admitted candidates accept their offers of admission.
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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS – ALABAMA COLLEGES                  
FOUR YEAR INSTITUTIONS: 

(Counselors subject to change)
University of Alabama
800-933-2262     (Christy Hudgens)
21 minimum ACT (1000 SAT) with 3.0 OVERALL GPA, however all applications are considered on an individual basis.  Writing portion of ACT is required.   Algebra II required for admission.  1 yr Foreign Language required for admission.  No paper applications available for 2010.  Must apply online or download forms.  Minimums to qualify for merit scholarships are 27 ACT and 3.5 GPA.  Scholarship deadline is December 1.  

University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB)     934-8531     
20 ACT (950 SAT) & 2.25 overall GPA.   17 core credits required with 3 yrs math (Algebra I & higher), 1 yr foreign language. Priority deadline for admission and scholarships is December 1.  Minimums to qualify for scholarships are 24 ACT and 3.0 overall GPA.  Scholarship deadline is December 1.  Honors Academy deadline is December 15.

University of Alabama in Huntsville (UAH)       800-UAH-CALL   
20 ACT.  3.0 GPA and acceptable ACT will be considered on a case by case basis.  Algebra II required for Engineering only.  Foreign Language not required.  Minimums to qualify for scholarships are 25 ACT and 3.0 GPA.

Alabama A&M University     256-372-5245 
18 ACT and 2.0 overall GPA.  Algebra II is not required.  Foreign Language is not required.  Minimums to qualify for scholarships are 20 ACT and 3.1 overall GPA.

Alabama State University     800-253-5037

Minimums are 2.0 GPA and 18 ACT and high school exit exam.  You may be accepted with a lower ACT but higher GPA.  Algebra II not required.  1 yr Foreign Language OR Computer is required.  Minimums to qualify for scholarships are 16 ACT and 2.5 GPA. 

Auburn University

800-282-8769 

Applicants are reviewed on an individual basis.  The average GPA for students admitted to the 2009 freshman class was a 3.7 and the average ACT score was 26.4.  Writing portion of ACT is required.  Students are welcome to discuss their credentials with the admissions counselor, Louisa Thompson.  She can be reached at 334-844-6484 or by email at thomplo@auburn.edu.  Minimums for automatic scholarships are 28 ACT (or comparable SAT) and 3.25 GPA.  Scholarship deadline is December 1.

Birmingham-Southern College
    226-4695     
21 ACT and 2.25 core GPA.  Essay required.  2 Recommendations.  Algebra II is not required, but highly recommended.  Foreign Language not required, but highly recommended.  Minimums to qualify for scholarships are 25 ACT and 3.0 GPA, however other grant money may be available.

Huntingdon College     800-763-0313     

20 ACT, with a 20 minimum in English (930 SAT with a minimum of 490 verbal) and an academic 2.25 GPA.  Conditional admission can occur with additional information including an essay and 3 recommendations.  Two math courses above Algebra I are strongly recommended.  Foreign Language not required, but recommended.  Minimum to qualify for scholarships is acceptance to the college.

Jacksonville State University 
800-231-5291    

High School diploma or GED certificate required with no specific GPA.  20 or over ACT-unconditional acceptance; 17-19 on ACT- student must take LS 104 Learning Skills class for remediation.  If student takes SAT: 950 or above–unconditional acceptance; 830-940–conditional acceptance.  Algebra II not required for admission, but recommended.  Foreign Language not required.  Scholarship deadline is March 1 and minimums to qualify are 22 ACT for automatic scholarships and 20 ACT and 2.5 GPA for Leadership Scholarships.    

Judson College     800-447-9472    

18 ACT (870 SAT) and 2.0 academic GPA.  If not meeting either of these requirements, you can apply to the Admissions Committee for possible Conditional Admission approval.  Algebra II not required, but recommended.  Foreign Language not required, but recommended.  Minimums to qualify for scholarships are 20 ACT and 2.5 GPA.

Miles College     929-1655

Unconditional admittance given with a high school diploma.  Algebra II is not required.  Foreign Language is not required.   Minimums to qualify for scholarships are 18 ACT and 3.0 GPA.

University of Montevallo

665-6030    

20 ACT (SAT 850), 2.5 overall GPA.  Algebra II not required for admission, but recommended.  Foreign Language not required for admission, but recommended.  Minimums to qualify for scholarships are 25 ACT and 3.0 GPA.

University of North Alabama     800-825-5862  
Unconditional admittance requires an 18 or above on ACT (870 or above on SAT), GPA of “C” or 2.00 on academic core with a total of 13 core units.  Conditional admission can occur when the following requirements are met: 16 or above on ACT (770 or above on SAT), at least 11 core units (4 English, 2 Math, 2 Natural or Physical Science, 3 Social Studies), and GPA is at least 1.75 on academic core.  Algebra II is not required for admission.  Foreign Language is not required for admission.  Minimums to qualify for ACADEMIC scholarships are 25 ACT and 3.25 GPA.
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Samford University
726-3673     
Application components include:  application, teacher recommendation, official ACT/SAT score, high school GPA, leadership resume, and personal essay.  The average for admission is a 3.5 GPA and 26 ACT.  Algebra II is required.  Foreign Language is recommended, but not required.  The application committee values test scores and GPA, but takes a holistic view in considering a student’s resume and personal essay.  There is no separate scholarship application and all who apply before December 1 will be considered and notified of scholarships they qualify for with the more competitive scholarships being awarded to students with higher test scores, GPA, and overall quality of application.

University of South Alabama
800-872-5247  
19 ACT (SAT 900) with a 2.0 academic GPA.  There is a special program, which might admit you with a lower ACT (16-18) and 2.5 academic GPA where you take remedial, non-credit courses until you are academically qualified.  You will need to talk to the Associate Director of Admissions to see if you qualify for this program.  Algebra II is not required for admission, but highly recommended.  Foreign Language not required for admission, but it is helpful.  Minimums to qualify for scholarships are 24 ACT and 3.0 GPA.

Spring Hill College     800-742-6704    

High School diploma, official transcript, letter of recommendation from a teacher or counselor.  Recommended 20 ACT or 1010 SAT w/out a minimum GPA.  If you have below a 20 ACT, then they will look closely at your GPA for possible admission.  You can apply on line @ www.shc.edu and have $25.00 app. fee waived.  Algebra II is required for admission.  Foreign Language is not required.  Minimums to quality for scholarships are 20 ACT and 2.5 GPA.  

Troy University     334-670-3179    

Unconditional admittance given with a 20 ACT (950 SAT) and a 2.0 overall GPA.  Conditional admittance is given with a 17-19 ACT (830 SAT) and 2.5 GPA. Algebra II is not required for admission.  Foreign Language is not required for admission.  Minimums to qualify for scholarships are 22 ACT and 3.0 GPA.

Tuskegee University     334-727-8500 

21 ACT or 1000 SAT (Critical Reading and Math) and 3.0 overall GPA.  Algebra II is not required.  Foreign Language is not required.  Minimums to qualify for scholarships are 23 ACT and 3.3 GPA.

University of West Alabama    205-652-3578    

Unconditional admittance given with an 19 ACT and a C average.  Conditional admittance given with a 17-18 ACT.  Algebra II is not required for admission.  Foreign Language is not required for admission.  Minimums to qualify for scholarships are 21 ACT and 3.0 GPA.  Leadership scholarships may require lower scores.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TWO YEAR INSTITUTIONS:

Jefferson State Community College
856-7775 (Freshman Admissions)   856-8509 (Financial Aid)    High School diploma or GED certificate required.  No minimum GPA.  If ACT is not taken, a placement test will be administered.  Minimum to qualify for scholarships is

3.0 GPA.

Lawson State Community College
925-2515
    HS Diploma or GED certificate required.  Minimum to qualify for scholarships is 3.0 GPA.
Shelton State Community College      
205-391-2214  (Lisa Waldrop-Scholarships-205-391-2959)  HS Diploma or GED certificate required.  Minimum to qualify for scholarships is 3.0  GPA and 2.0 GPA for Technical.  

Southern Union Community College
334-745-6437         HS diploma or GED certificate. If ACT is lower than 20 on English, Reading, Math, placement tests will be given.  Those with Occupational Diploma from regular classes need a 16 on the ACT.  You will have to show an official ID to enroll (driver’s license, passport, state ID, or international visa or permanent resident card).  Minimum to quality for scholarships is 3.0 core GPA. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How to Figure Grade Point Averages

1.  Count the number of A’s.  (Count a ½ credit course as .5 and a 1½ credit course as 1.5)*  Multiply the number      

     of A’s by 4.

2.  Count the number of B’s and multiply the number by 3.

3.  Count the number of C’s and multiply the number by 2.

4.  Count the number of D’s and multiply the number by 1.

5.  F grades receive no points.

6.  Add the numbers from above (steps 1 – 5).

7.  Count the number of honor points for Honors and AP courses.  (Count 1 for a 1 credit course, 1.5 for a 1½ credit              

     course, etc.)  Add the total number of honor points to the total (step 6) above.

8.  Divide the total (step 7) by the number of credits attempted.  (If including courses from only one semester, be 

     sure to count them as only .5 when adding up the total number of credits.)

*If you are figuring in a semester average, count each grade in a 1 credit course as .5, in a 1½ credit course as .75, in a year-long ½ credit course (meets only ½ period all year long) as .25.                             
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TESTING DATES
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ACT







SAT
*WRITING COMPONENT OPTIONAL


*INCLUDES WRITING COMPONENT

Registration                                                                  Registration
Test Dates 

  Deadline



Test Dates
  
   Deadline__
09/13/2014

08/08/2014



10/11/2014

09/12/2014
10/25/2014 

09/19/2014



11/08/2014

10/09/2014
12/13/2014        
11/07/2014



12/06/2014

11/24/2014


02/07/2015

01/09/2015



01/24/2015

12/29/2014
04/18/2015              03/13/2015                            
05/02/2015

04/06/2015
06/13/2015

05/08/2015



06/06/2015

05/08/2015
  Fee Waivers are available to students who receive Free or Reduced lunch. Check in Counseling Center.                                                                                                                     

Practice Test Booklets and online registration information for both the ACT and SAT are available in the counseling center. See Mrs. Huff for assistance or if you may qualify for a fee waiver.  You may register on-line for the ACT on the ACT website www.actstudent.org.  You may register for the SAT on the College Board website www.collegeboard.com . 

OAK MOUNTAIN HIGH SCHOOL CODE:  010-408
==========================================

	18
	1290

	17
	1210

	16
	1140

	15
	1060

	14
	1000

	13
	900

	12
	780

	11
	750


SCORE COMPARISON
	ACT
	SAT

	
	

	36
	2400

	35
	2340

	34
	2260

	33
	2190

	32
	2130

	31
	2040

	30
	1980

	29
	1920

	28
	1860

	27
	1820

	26
	1760

	25
	1700

	24
	1650

	23
	1590

	22
	1530

	21
	1500

	20
	1410

	19
	1350


Based on our extensive experience with both tests, we’re able to give you an estimate of how the scores compare.

 * Source:  Princeton Review.com
The ACT at a Glance

The ACT assessment contains four curriculum-based multiple choice tests that measure academic achievement in the areas of English, mathematics, reading, and science, as well as an optional Writing Test, for which students complete an essay.  The specific knowledge and skills selected for evaluation are determined through a detailed analysis of three sources of information.  First, the objectives for instruction for grades seven through twelve are examined for all states in the United States that have published such objectives.  Second, textbooks on state-approved lists for courses in grades seven through twelve are reviewed.  Third, educators at the secondary and postsecondary levels are surveyed and consulted to determine the knowledge and skills taught in grades seven through twelve that are prerequisite to successful performance in postsecondary courses.
	ACT Assessment English Test

The English Test measures the student’s understanding of the conventions

of standard written English (punctuation, grammar and usage, and

sentence structure) and of rhetorical skills (strategy, organization, and style).

Spelling, vocabulary, and rote recall of rules of grammar are not tested.  

Three scores are reported:  a total test score, a subscore in Usage/Mechanics, 

and a subscore in Rhetorical Skills.

ACT Assessment English Test

75 items, 45 minutes

CONTENT/SKILLS

NUMBER OF ITEMS

Usage/Mechanics

     Punctuation

     Basic Grammar and Usage

     Sentence Structure

Rhetorical Skills

     Strategy    

     Organization 
     Style

40

10

12

18

35

12

11

12

Total

75


	ACT Assessment Mathematics Test
The Mathematics Test assesses the mathematical skills that students have 

typically acquired in courses taken up to the beginning of grade twelve.  

The test requires students to use their reasoning skills to solve practical

problems in mathematics.  The problems assume knowledge of basic

formulas and computational skills but do not require memorization of

complex formulas or extensive computation.  The use of calculators is

permitted on the Mathematics Test.  Four scores are reported:  a total test score and a subscore in Pre-Algebra/Elementary Algebra, Intermediate Algebra/Coordinate Geometry and Plane Geometry/Trigonometry.

ACT Assessment Mathematics Test

60 items, 60 minutes

CONTENT AREA

NUMBER OF ITEMS

Pre-Algebra

Elementary Algebra

Intermediate Algebra

Coordinate Geometry

Plane Geometry

Trigonometry

14

10

9

9

14

4

Total

60



	ACT Assessment Reading Test

The Reading Test measures the student’s reading comprehension as a product

of referring and reasoning skills.  The test items require the student to derive

meaning from several  texts by (1) referring to what is explicitly stated and

(2) reasoning to determine implicit meanings and to draw conclusions, com-

parisons, and generalizations.  The test comprises four prose passages that are

representative of the level and kinds of writing commonly encountered in 

college freshman curricula.  The passages are selected from published sources.

Three scores are reported:  a total test score, a sub score in Arts/Literature 

reading skills (based on the prose fiction and humanities sections), and 

a subscore in Social Studies/Sciences reading skills (based on the social 

studies and natural sciences sections).

ACT Assessment Reading Test

40 items, 35 minutes

CONTENT AREA

NUMBER OF ITEMS

Prose Fiction

Humanities

Social Studies

Natural Sciences

10

10

10

10

Total

40


	ACT Assessment Science Test
The Science Test measures the student’s interpretation, analysis, evaluation, reasoning, and problem-solving skills required in the natural 

sciences.  The test is made up of seven sections, each of which consists of

some scientific information (the stimulus) and a set of test items.  The

scientific information is conveyed in one of three different formats.  One

score, a total test score, is reported for the ACT Science Test.

ACT Assessment Science Test

40 items, 35 minutes

CONTENT AREA

FORMAT

NUMBER OF ITEMS

Biology

Earth/Space Sciences

Chemistry/Physics

Data Representation

Research Summaries

Conflicting Viewpoints

15

18

7

Total

40
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ACT at a Glance (continued)



ACT Writing Test
The Writing Test is an optional 30-minute essay test that measures writing skills emphasized in high school English classes and in entry-level college composition courses.  The test consists of one writing prompt that describes two points of view on an issue, and students are asked to write a response about their position on the issue.  The prompts are designed to be appropriate for response in a 30-minute timed test and to reflect students’ interests and experiences.  Students have the option of registering for the ACT only or the ACT Plus Writing.  The Writing Test may not be taken alone.  Students may check with individual colleges to see whether or not the Writing Test is required for admission.  The Writing Test needs to be taken only once. (Auburn and Alabama now require the Writing Test, check college websites for other schools).
Scoring the ACT Writing Test

Taking the Writing Test does not affect students’ scores on the multiple-choice tests or their Composite score.  Rather, students who took both the English and Writing tests receive two additional scores:  a Combined English/Writing score on a scale of 1-36 and a Writing sub score on a scale of 2-12.  Students also receive comments on their essays, and the images of essays are available to their high school and the colleges to which scores are reported from that test date.

ACT Noncognitive Components
The noncognitive components of the ACT include the High School Course/Grade Information questionnaire, the ACT Interest Inventory, and the Student Profile Section.  They appear in the booklet Registering for the ACT which are available in the Guidance Office.  Students respond to them when they register for an established ACT national test date.

High School Course/Grade Information - To increase the usefulness of ACT results, the High School Course/Grade Information questionnaire asks students about the courses they have completed or plan to take in high school and the grades they have received.

ACT Interest Inventory - The ACT Interest Inventory is completed when students register for the ACT.  The Unisex Edition of the ACT Interest Inventory (UNIACT) consists of 92 items.  The six UNIACT scales were developed to parallel Holland’s six interest and occupational types.
Student Profile Section - The Student Profile Section (SPS) collects responses about students’ educational and vocational aspiration, plans, abilities, accomplishments, and needs.

[image: image9.wmf]For more information about the ACT, go to www.actstudent.org.
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COMPARATIVE FEATURES OF THE ACT AND SAT 
	
	ACT
	SAT

	Test Fee:
	· $38 
· $54.50 (with writing)
	· $52.50 
   

	Test Purpose:
	Designed to measure academic achievement in the areas of English, mathematics, reading, and science.
	Designed to measure critical reading, writing, and mathematical reasoning skills.

	Test Content:
	ACT English Test (75 items, 45 min)

Usage/Mechanics

· Punctuation (13%)

· Basic Grammar and Usage (16%)

· Sentence Structure (24%)

· Rhetorical Skills

· Strategies (16%)

· Organization (15%)

· Style (16%)

ACT Mathematics Test (60 items, 60 min)

Pre-Algebra and Elementary Algebra (23%, 17%)

Int. Algebra and Coord. Geometry (15%, 15%)

Plane Geometry and Trigonometry (23%, 7%)

ACT Reading Test (40 items, 35 min)

Arts and Literature

· Prose Fiction (25%)

· Humanities (25%) (Art history, art, music, philosophy, theater, architecture, dance, religion/ethics, literary criticism)

Social Studies and Natural Sciences (25%, 25%)

· History, Political Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Physical Sciences

ACT Science Test (40 items, 35 min)

Interpretation analysis, evaluation, reasoning, and problem-solving skills in Biology, Earth/Space Sciences, Chemistry, and Physics

· Data Representation (38%)

· Research Summaries (45%)

· Conflicting Viewpoints (17%)

ACT Writing Test (Optional) (1 prompt, 30 min)

Measures writing skills emphasized in high school English classes and in entry-level college composition courses.  Consists of one 30-minute essay.
	SAT Writing (Mandatory) (60min)

Multiple Choice (35 minutes)

Essay (25 minutes)

SAT Mathematics (70 minutes)

Arithmetic (20%)

Algebra (35-40%)

Geometry (25-30%)

Data Analysis (10-15%)

SAT Critical Reading (70 minutes)

Sentence Completion

Critical Reading in Humanities, 

Social Narrative (80% nonfiction)

     80% Extended Reasoning

     10% Literal Comprehension

     10% Vocabulary

Elementary Analogies

Adding Short Passages

No Science Test



	Method of Scoring:
	Scores based on number of right answers. No penalty for guessing.
	Scores adjusted for guessing.  Correct answers carry full weight while a chance-level penalty is applied for each incorrect answer.
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	ACT
	SAT

	Test Score Scales:
	ACT English Test: 1-36

· Usage/Mechanics:  1-18
· Rhetorical Skills:  1-18
ACT Reading Test:  1-36

· Arts and Literature:  1-18
· Social Studies and Sciences:  1-18
ACT Mathematics Test:  1-36

· Pre-Algebra & Elementary Algebra:  1-18

· Int. Algebra & Coord. Geometry:  1-18

· Plane Geometry & Trigonometry:  1-18

ACT Science Test:  1-36

ACT Composite:  1-36

(Average of 4 test scores - does not include writing)

Act English and Writing:  1-36

· Essay Sub score:  2-12
	SAT Writing:  200--800

· Multiple Choice:  20-80
· Essay:  2-12
SAT Critical Reading:  200-800

SAT Mathematics:  200-800

No Science Test

SAT Total:  600-2400

(Sum of SAT Critical Reading, Math, and Writing Scores)

	Student Information:
	Student Profile Section

· Background (Demographics)
· High School Courses and Grades
· Admission/Enrollment Information
· Educational Plans, Interests, and Needs
· Special Educational Needs, Interest, and Goals
· College Extracurricular Plans
· High School Info. And Extracurricular Activities
· Out of Class Accomplishments
· Evaluation of High School Experience
Educational and Career Planning

· ACT Interest Inventory

· World-of Work Map

· College Majors and Programs
	Student Descriptive Questionnaire

· Background (Demographics)

· Educational Background

· High School & Community Activities

· Sports

· Student Plans for College

	Common Uses:
	Admissions (accepted by most, but not all,       colleges and universities)

Talent Identification

Academic Advising

Freshman Course Placement Decisions

Awarding Course Credit, Especially in English and Math Courses

Awarding Scholarships (not sole criterion)
	Admissions (accepted by most, not all, colleges and universities)

Talent Identification

Academic Advising

Awarding Scholarships (not sole criterion)

	Research Services:
	Class Profile Service

Prediction Research Service

Course Placement Service

Retention Research Service
	Class Profile Service

Validity Research Service


Please note:  Every effort has been made to represent the ACT and SAT information accurately and concisely.  All information has been drawn from official publications of the organizations offering the test.                                                                                                            
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Test Prep Tips for the ACT

Information Sheet for Students Planning to Take the ACT Assessment

	ACT English Test

75 items, 45 minutes

Tips for Taking the English Test

· Pace Yourself

· Be Aware of the writing style used in the passages

· Examine the underlined portions

· Note the difference in the answer choices

· Reread the sentence, using your selected answer
	ACT Math Test

60 items, 60 minutes

Tips for Taking the Mathematics Test

· Pace yourself

· If you use a calculator, use it wisely 

· Solve the problem
· Locate your solution among the answer choices

· Make sure you answer the question

· Make sure your answer is reasonable

· Check your work



	ACT Reading Test

40 items, 35 minutes

Tips for Taking the Reading Test

· Pace yourself

· Read the passage carefully

· Refer to the passage when answering the questions


	ACT Science Reasoning Test

40 items, 35 minutes

Tips for Taking the Science Reasoning Test

· Pace yourself

· Read the passage carefully

· Note difference viewpoints in passages


[image: image10.png]
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Practice test and sample questions:

· ACT online prep

· Preparing for the ACT Assessment (free booklet from your counselor)

· OMHS Counseling Center
· ACTive Prep software (319-337-1429)

· ACT’s website: http://www.actstudent.org/index.html
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Test Prep Tips for the SAT

The SAT Program consists of the SAT 1: Reasoning Test and the SAT II: Subject Tests.
[image: image12.wmf]SAT I: Reasoning Test

The SAT measures the Writing, Critical Reading, and Mathematics reasoning abilities that are important to college success. Approximately 3 million students take the SAT each year. Because course and grading standards vary widely from school to school, scores on standardized tests help colleges compare students’ academic achievement. 

Score scale: 200-800

Format: 3 hours and 45 minutes, including unscored 25-minute section.
Critical Reading (formerly known as Verbal): Two 25-minute sections, plus one 20-minute section
· Emphasis on critical reading

· Vocabulary tested in context of reading passages

· Question types: sentence completions, extended reasoning, & literal comprehension
Mathematical: Two 25-minute sections, plus one 20-minute section

· Emphasis on data interpretation and applied math questions

· Calculator use permitted but not required

· Ten questions require students to produce their own responses and grid them on the answer sheet.

· Question types: regular multiple choice & grid-ins

Writing: 35-minute multiple choice section, plus one 25-minute essay section

· Emphasis on identifying errors; improving sentences and paragraphs

· Student-written essay to effectively communicate a viewpoint, define and support a position

· Question types: multiple choice and essay sub score

SAT II: Subject Tests

The Subject Tests measure students’ knowledge and skills in a particular subject and their ability to apply that knowledge (no student may take more than three tests on any date.)

Format of each test: 1 hour, multiple-choice (except the Writing Test, which includes a 20-min. writing sample).

PREPARATION:

Students should:

· Take challenging courses

· Take the PSAT/NMSQT

· Read, read, read

· Work hard academically

· Read Taking the SAT I: Reasoning Test and Taking the SAT II: Subject Tests

· Visit the SAT Prep Center at www.collegeboard.com

Source: The College Board Quick Reference Guide 

THE SAT II: ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY TEST (ELPT)

ELPT is intended for English-second language or limited-English proficiency students who have been in English-speaking classes for two or more years.

ELPT measures how well such students will function in a college course taught in English. The test measures both listening and reading skills. The listening portion is administered via audiocassette, the reading portion via printed test book.

Scores are of two types: proficiency scores for listening and reading and numerical scores on a continuous scale for listening, reading, and the test as a whole. The test is to be given in participating high schools twice a year on specified dates in November and January.
ACT AND SAT REGISTRATION PACKETS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE GUIDANCE OFFICE

[image: image13.wmf]or you may register online at www.act.org and/or www.collegeboard.com.  OMHS School Code 010-408.
ACT AND/OR SAT
TEST PREPARATION OPPORTUNITIES

According to the Harvard Educational Review, “Clearly, there is evidence that students can successfully train for the SAT and that the more time they devote to training, the higher their scores will be.” ACT states that “Selected test preparation efforts can be beneficial to students.” They recommend short-term review programs and long-term instructional programs, depending on the student’s needs (The ACT Test Preparation Reference Manual for Teachers and Counselors, p.2).

1.
View “Test Taking Skills: How to Succeed on Standardized Exams” and “Techniques of Reading Various Materials” in the school library.

2.
Method Test Prep is on Family Connection. Go to “Colleges” and then “Test Preparation” to begin ACT test prep. One 
retired ACT test is available in the fall and another test will be available in the spring.


With ACT Method, students can:

· Hear audio lessons

· Access strategy guides for each part of the ACT

· Complete 2 full-length practice ACT exams

· Work on hundreds of practice questions with immediate feedback

· Read easy explanations to every question

· Track strengths and weaknesses

· Receive valuable test-taking tips

· Take practice quizzes to measure their comprehension of topics

· Access their courses on an unlimited, 24x7 basis, from any web-enabled computer.

3.
Books by Barron’s, Arco, and Cliff Notes on how to prepare for the ACT and/or SAT are available at local bookstores.

4.         
Private preparation courses offered include: http://podcasts.shelbyed.k12.al.us/omhs-counselors/testing/

Faye Nichols





All Pencils Down, Inc

nactsat@bellsouth.net




http://www.allpencilsdown.com/index.php

www.fayenicholsactsat.com

 

Laura Joiner – 205-296-1255

Call: 823-2166





Laura@allpencilsdown.com








George Mizell – 205-837-4695

Kaplan Educational Center



George@allpencilsdown.com

500 Office Park Drive

Birmingham, AL  35223




Sylvan Learning Center

Call:  879-1307





2700 Rogers Dr., Suite 100


Student information: 800-527-8378



Birmingham, AL  35209 


www.KAPTEST.com




Call: Davis Wooley at 871-5042










3659 Lorna Road, Suite 137


Henson Test Prep




Hoover, AL  35216


1700 Crosswood Lane




Call:  Laura Mizzell at 987-9805

Vestavia Hills, AL  35216




www.sylvanprep.com
Call: 822-9466

actprep@bellsouth.net




SAT only:








Princeton Review Course

MasterMinds Learning Center, Inc.


Samford University

4217 Dolly Ridge Road




800 Lakeshore Drive

Birmingham, AL  35243




Birmingham, AL  35229

Call:  970-1117





Call:  800-995-5565




www.mastermindsinc.net
WEB SITES:
ACT – www.act.org 

www.act.org/aap/disab assessment information on services, accommodation & National Test Center options for students with disabilities 

www.actstudent.org - registration, sample test questions, college search, financial aid estimator, choosing a career, planning for workplace


www.act.org/path/parent - explore career options, plan for college, prepare for work, resources for 
parents

SAT – www.collegeboard.com 


www.ets.org - sample questions available
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Contacting Colleges
[image: image1.png]



Check out college websites . . .



Many college encourage telephone and e-mail inquiries and requests.  Be sure to establish a permanent, and professional, email address to use during the college process!  You want your first impression to be a good one.
[image: image2.png]





Haven’t selected a major?  It’s okay to be undecided about a

Major-academic discipline to which an undergraduate student formally commits.  Most     colleges provide services to help students select a major during the freshman and/or sophomore year.
Checklist for a Campus Visit

A campus visit is highly recommended.  Before you visit the campus, consider some of the options below. It is also important to develop a list of questions and plan specific activities in order to accomplish your goals. 
· Meet with an admission officer.

· Verify admission requirements (tests and high school preparation).

· Discuss your chances for success in certain programs.

· Find out how to apply.

· Obtain a school calendar and a catalog.

· Determine college costs.

· Ask about financial aid opportunities, as well as deadlines, forms required, etc.

· Meet with faculty in the department of your intended major.

· Ask questions about academic requirements/offerings.

· Attend a class to get an idea of typical size, teaching style, academic atmosphere.

· Ask about the placement record for graduates in the field you might study.

· Identify career planning services for undergraduates.

· Tour the campus (be sure to check out the dorms, dining hall, library, etc.).

· Talk to students about the general academic environment and the amount and kind of study necessary for success.

· Find out what student activities (clubs, organization, intramurals, etc.) are available and about campus life in terms of dating and social activities.

· Investigate transportation options.

14
Campus Tours Checklist
Would you buy a new car without taking it for a test drive?  Or buy a CD at a garage sale without checking for scratches?

Likewise, you should not  commit four (or more) years and tens of thousands of dollars to a college or university without trying it on for size.  Once you have narrowed your list down to about three schools, plan on spending at least a full day at each one, so you can make the most informed decision of your life.

Many colleges offer tours on certain days of the week, and it’s always nice to get the input of the students who give the tours.  But remember --- it’s their job to sell the college to you.  Make sure to take some time before or after the tour to meander around the campus and make sure it has everything you dreamed of – without the voice of the tour guide/salesperson chiming in every few seconds.  It’s OK to be picky --- you’ve made it this far, and you deserve to know what you’re getting.

For each visit, be sure to:
· Visit the offices of your major, and talk with a professor if one is available.

· Sit in on a class to see what it’s like.  Admissions offices will arrange this for you, or you may be able to walk in to the larger classes and take a seat unnoticed.

· Read the student newspaper.  An estimated 95 percent of college students read the student paper, whether they read it front to back or just skim over the horoscopes.  It’s a good way to get an idea of the hot issues and events on campus.

· Check out the bulletin boards.  Most colleges have boards in dorms and/or class buildings were anyone may post flyers for events and sales.  This is another good way to get a look at events on campus.

· Spend some time studying in the library.  It’s supposed to be the quietest place on campus, and it can seriously affect your academic life.  If it’s not peaceful enough for you, you may want to look elsewhere.                                       

· Eat in the cafeteria.  You’ll be eating there a lot.  Get used to it.  

· Talk to as many students as possible.  Ask them if they would pick this school again, if given the chance to do it all over.  Ask them why.  Ask them what they do in their free time.  Ask them whatever pops into your head.

· Visit parts of campus that weren’t on the tour.  Are they hiding something?  Especially be sure to visit a residence hall that wasn’t on the tour --- it might be very different from the renovated perfection of their showroom dormitory.

· Pick up financial aid info.  In addition to federal aid that you apply for with the FAFSA , colleges often offer their own scholarships and work-study programs.  Inquire, and get brochures and information.

· Walk around campus by yourself, and try to picture yourself going to school there, sleeping there, breathing there and living there for four years.  If you like that vision, you may have found the right school.

[image: image3.wmf]
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COLLEGE VISITATION 

   PROCEDURE FOR EXCUSED ABSENCES

Students are encouraged to use school vacation days to visit college campuses for the purpose of tours, information and interviews.  If this is not possible, school-day visits may be arranged by following the regulations listed below:

You are allowed 1 excused day to visit colleges.  A pre-excused absence form must be obtained from the Attendance Window. Follow the directions on the form.  YOU MUST DO THIS PRIOR TO THE COLLEGE VISIT.  
AFTER THE VISIT
Upon your return from the visit, you must bring written verification (not a brochure) from the college you visited.  Written verification from the college along with this excuse from your parents will be filed and recorded as an excused absence.

A “CRATE” IDEA - Here’s a “crate” idea to help you organize for the college exploration process you will be involved in during the next several months.  Find a plastic “milk” crate that will accommodate hanging file folders.  You may purchase a hanging file box at an office supply or discount store such as Office Depot, Target, or Wal-Mart. 
To begin, set up the following folders:
*College Exploration
*The Interview



If applicable:

*Career Planning

*List of Activities


*NCAA

*Testing


*Personal Statement/Essay

*Military Academies/ROTC

*Campus Visits

*Scholarship Search


*Financial Aid Process

Reserve another 10-15 folders to label for each college on your “long list.”  As you begin to receive information from these colleges, you will want to set up a folder for that school.  As you weigh each college choice, move the college files around, arranging them in the order of preference at that particular time.

As you move through the college selection process, and through your senior year, you’ll want to have more folders available.  You will need room to add material and make changes in your files to get ready for “orientation” and handouts you will receive from your counselor your senior year.

The next several months can be both a challenging and an exciting time.  It will be much smoother if you get organized now, before you begin!
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*Make copies of this sheet to record information for each college exploration/visit.

COLLEGE COMPARISON WORKSHEET
	LOCATION

· Distance from home
	
	
	

	SIZE

· Enrollment

· Physical size of campus
	
	
	

	ENVIRONMENT

· Type of school (2 yr., 4yr.)
· School setting (urban, rural)
· Location & size of nearest city
· Co-ed, male, female
· Religious affiliation
	
	
	

	ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

· Deadline 

· Tests required

· Average test scores, GPA, rank

· Notification
	
	
	

	ACADEMICS
· Your major offered

· Special requirements

· Accreditation

· Student-facility ratio

Typical class size
	
	
	

	COLLEGE EXPENSES

· Tuition, room & board

· Estimated total budget

· Application fee, deposits
	
	
	

	FINANCIAL AID
· Deadline

· Required forms

· % receiving aid

· Scholarships
	
	
	

	HOUSING

· Residence hall requirement

· Food plan
	
	
	

	FACILITIES

· Academic

· Recreational

· Other
	
	
	

	ACTIVITIES

· Clubs, organizations

· Greek life

· Athletics, intramurals

· Other
	
	
	

	CAMPUS VISITS

· When

· Special opportunities
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SUGGESTIONS FOR FINDING SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID

1. Contact the financial aid office of your college/university.  Schedule an appointment, if necessary.  Ask for any lists of scholarships and other aid available for their students.  Colleges often have scholarships given by alumni that are specific to their schools.  Also ask about departmental scholarships.

2. Go to www.fastweb.com and/or www.finaid.com.  At these web sites you may do a search for scholarships that match your profile.  There are several additional web sites listed in this Junior Information Book on pages 31-32.  Some students find it helpful to set up a separate email account for this purpose.
3. Check OMHS Counseling Center’s blog (http://podcasts.shelbyed.k12.al.us/omhs-counselors/ ). We will list all scholarships about which we have received information.  Some of these scholarships are for certain colleges/programs, while some are general scholarships.  Additional scholarship information is also posted on the Shelby County School’s website (www.shelbyed.k12.al.us). Scholarships are announced on school announcements and Edmodo.  In order to automatically receive OMHS daily announcements, parents and students should contact Kristi Lamb in the OMHS office at 205-682-5200.
4. After January 1 of your senior year, you need to complete a FAFSA form.  You may do this on-line at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Processing is much quicker when you use the on-line form.  Hint:  The figures on parents’ tax return need to match the figures on the FAFSA.  Parents are encouraged to go ahead and complete their tax returns so the numbers on the forms will match.  However, you don’t have to file (mail) your tax return until April 15.  It is very important for students/parents to fill out the FAFSA early on as colleges have limited funds available and award financial aid as FAFSA reports are received.  If colleges request a CSS Profile, they are available online at www.collegeborad.com.  

5. Check with parents’ and students’ employers, churches, and civic organizations to see if any scholarships are available to employees/members or their dependents.

Remember:  Do not pay someone who promises to find you scholarship money.




ALL FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION IS 
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               STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Each college or each organization granting financial assistance to students determines procedures and guidelines.  Information and applications for financial aid may be obtained by writing to: 
Office of Financial Aid

(Name of College)

(Address of College)

NEED ASSESSMENT:  Colleges have different financial aid requirements.  Do what each institution and program requires.  All students applying for federal financial aid must complete the Free Application for Federal Aid (FAFSA) during their senior year.  Some colleges, universities and scholarship programs will also require the “CSS Financial Aid PROFILE” to award their institutional or private funds to students.  FAFSA forms are available in the Guidance Department after December.  They should be completed in January of your senior year.  PROFILE applications should be available in early fall.  Families may now apply for financial aid online in a secure, encrypted format at www.fafsa.ed.gov .

FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS

Financial Aid can be divided into four major categories:  grants, loans, jobs, and scholarships.  Students may qualify for one or all of a school’s available financial aid programs.  Below is a brief description of each financial aid program.  Contact the College Financial Aid Office for detailed information.
GRANTS

A Grant is a “gift” to assist the student in school costs.  The award of money does not have to be repaid, and students must meet eligibility requirements in order to receive a grant.

(A)  The largest federal grant program is the Pell Grant.  The amount a student receives is determined by a                                                  standard government formula, student’s enrollment status (full time or part time), and the cost of attendance at the school the student attends.  To apply, students should indicate on the FAFSA Form that they want to be considered for this grant.  Applications will be available in the Guidance Department after December.  
(B)  The Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (SEOG) is a second grant program also funded by the federal government.  Most colleges/universities have a limited amount of funding available, and SEOG is generally awarded to students demonstrating the most need.  Awards are up to $4,000 per year.  The deadline for application is set by the College/University.
(C)  Benefits for Veterans and their Dependents:  Federal benefits remain in effect for disabled veterans under PL 894 (war time) and PL 815 (peace time).  Children of a veteran who dies in service, died as a result of a service-connected incurred disability, or who has been declared 100 percent disabled may be eligible to receive benefits under PL 634.  Students desiring additional information should consult their local county Veteran’s Service Office.

(D) Alabama Student Grant Program:  Many colleges/universities also offer state funded grants.  If you choose to attend a private college in the state of Alabama, you should apply for the Alabama Student Grant Program.  Grants are available to enrolled full-time students who make application for the grant and provide evidence of Alabama residency.

(E) Alabama Student Assistance Program:  Grants are available to low and middle income students who meet the following requirements:  student must be a U.S. citizen, must have resided in Alabama for at least 12 consecutive months preceding the beginning of the academic year for which application is made, must be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in an eligible institution and must demonstrate need evidenced by filing the approved need analysis application.  Students must be enrolled at least half time.  

(F)  Academic Competitiveness Grant:  Students applying for this grant must be a U. S. citizen enrolled full-time in an eligible school.  
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LOANS
An educational loan is exactly what the name implies – a loan.  The student who receives a loan is entering into a binding agreement to repay the amount of the principle borrowed plus any interest accrued.  Only in certain limited situations may a student receive a cancellation or deferment on an educational loan.  Students should read all promissory notes and related information carefully before accepting a loan.

(A) Perkins Loan – A Federal Perkins Loan is a low-interest loan for both undergraduate and graduate students with exceptional financial need.  Perkins Loans are made through a college’s financial aid office.  The school is the lender and the loan is made with government funds.  You can apply for this loan only through the financial aid office at the college of your choice.  
(B) Stafford Loan Program (FFELP):  Eligible students may borrow from any participating lender.  The interest rate is varies.  After student graduates, or drops below half-time enrollment, they will have a six month grace period before beginning repayment.

(C) Parent Loans to Undergraduate Student (PLUS):  Parents who have an acceptable credit history can borrow a PLUS Loan to pay the education expenses of a child who is a dependent student enrolled at least half time in an eligible program at an eligible school.  The yearly limit on PLUS Loans is equal to your cost of attendance minus any other financial aid you receive.  The interest rate is varies.  Interest is charged on the loan from the date of the first disbursement until the loan is paid.  Generally, the 1st payment is due within 60 days after the final loan disbursement for the period of enrollment for which you borrowed.  There is no grace period for these loans.
(D) Nursing and Health Professions:  There are special financial aid programs for students in health and health-related fields.  If you plan to study in these areas, ask the financial aid administrator at your college for more information.
More information about federal programs is available in “Funding Your Education,” a financial aid booklet from the U. S. Department of Education which gives a good outline of the federal financial aid programs and your rights and responsibilities under these programs.  Several copies of this publication are available for checkout in Guidance.

JOBS

Work opportunities provided by the institution to help students meet educational expenses are mutually beneficial to both the school and the student.  Students gain valuable work experience while the institution has a ready supply of student assistants.  It may be wise to point out to students that a campus job-even one awarded through the Financial Aid Office-is a job.  The student is expected to work the assigned hours and is paid only for those hours actually worked.  Studies have been done which indicate that students (even freshmen) who work no more than 20 hours per week do as well or better than students who do not work.  Students who can type well have very little difficulty in finding a job on campus.

(A) College Work Study Program is funded through federal and institutional sources.  Students are paid at least the minimum wage for the number of hours they actually work.  The amount a student is allowed to work depends on the amount of financial need demonstrated.

(B) Most campuses also have an Institutional Work Program funded entirely by institutional funds.  Eligibility requirements, such as GPA, are determined solely by the institution.  

(C) Cooperative Education is a work program gaining in popularity with students.  Generally, a student attends school for a period of time and alternately works full time at a job secured through the campus Cooperative Education Office.  Contact the school for more information on this program.

For more information on Student Assistance Programs, you may go to www.studentaid.ed.gov for Federal Student Aid Programs or www.alstudentaid.com for Alabama Student Loan Programs or pick up a copy of The Guide to Federal Student Aid in the Guidance office.
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FINANCIAL AID TIPS

1. Contact the financial aid office at all schools you are considering attending.  Although the same need analysis form can be used at several schools, there is usually an institutional application or other information needed that is peculiar to each school. 
2. Submit applications for financial aid as early as possible.  Parents are encouraged to complete their income tax returns early so figures reported on the Need Analysis will be accurate.  When reporting the amount of tax paid, be sure to subtract the amount of any tax refund from the total taxes withheld.

3. All federal financial aid is awarded on the basis of demonstrated financial need.  The formula used to determine a student’s eligibility does not expect the parents to contribute 100% of their savings toward the student’s educational expenses, but each family is expected to contribute a reasonable amount based on ages, the size of the family, number in college, and the family’s assets and income.

4. You are encouraged to learn about civic, social and religious organizations in your area which sponsor scholarship programs.

5. Most schools have some institutional money, available to students who may not qualify for federal aid.  Students should specifically ask for this information.

6. Students should submit all copies of the Student Aid Report (SAR).

7. College Financial Aid administrators are available to help students complete forms and explain the application process.  Encourage your students to take advantage of this service especially in difficult or unusual situations.  Taking time to complete the forms properly can save time and frustration in the long run.

8. Students should apply for admission as early as possible.  Most schools will not offer you a financial aid package unless you have been accepted for enrollment.

9. ALL MALES who are at least 18 years old, who were born after December 31, 1959, and who are not currently on active duty with the armed forces must be registered with the Selective Service, www.sss.gov/regist.htm, in order to receive any Federal financial assistance.  Proof of registration will be required.

10. Students are often expected to provide documentation to verify the information reported on the need analysis document.  Accurately reporting information will help you receive your financial aid in a timelier manner.

Vocational Assistance

             Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services

The Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services provides vocational assistance to Alabama citizens with a broad range of disabilities, including physical, emotional, or mental conditions, severe enough to restrict their choices and ability to work.

Transition services to bridge the gap between school and work or school and college may be available to older adolescents. These may include vocational assessment, job readiness training, skills development, and/or post-secondary training, and are offered in a planned program based on individual needs and interests.  Diagnostic and evaluation services are provided at no cost but you must register for these services.   Financial aid for post-secondary training is available to qualified applications based on economic need.

If you are at least 16 years of age and are limited in your ability to work due to problems associated with a disability, you may want to know more about ADRS services. Contact Cherlyn Thomley with Alabama Rehabilitation Services at 290-4506.

Websites of interest:


www.ldonline.org – A guide to learning disabilities for parents, students and teachers

www.ldanatl.org – Learning Disabilities Association provides resources for students and parents 

www.nichcy.org – National Information Center for Children and Youth with Disabilities

www.ed.gov/pubs/Prepare/ - US Dept of Education resource book for preparing your child for college

www.act.org/aap/disab - ACT assessment information on services, accommodation and National Test Center Options for students with disabilities.
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Scholarships

Scholarships may come from a variety of sources.  The largest source of academic scholarships is from the specific colleges.   Most colleges have scholarship funds for students with particular skills and abilities as well as demonstrated academic excellence.  Inquire at the specific institution for more information.
Students should not overlook local scholarship opportunities.  Check foundations, religious organizations, fraternities, sororities, and town or city clubs.  Include community organizations and civic groups such as the American Legion, YMCA, Kiwanis, Jaycees, Chambers of Commerce, and the Girl and Boy Scouts.  Many companies as well as labor unions, have programs to help pay the cost of post secondary education for employees or members (or for their children).  Scholarships from the National Honor Society and National Merit Scholarships are available to students with high grades who qualify.

Most College Financial Aid Offices have resource materials available which list national scholarships, grants, and fellowships which students may wish to investigate.  Information may also be obtained at the local libraries and in the OMHS Counseling Center.
*A Scholarship File is available in the counseling center and the websites www.fastweb.com and www.finaid.com have good free scholarship searches.*

                            _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Service Academies and ROTC Scholarship Programs
Students interested in the Service Academies and the ROTC Scholarship programs must begin the application process as soon as possible to insure that they receive full consideration.

The first step in securing an appointment to one of the academies is to complete a Pre-Candidate Questionnaire online or write and ask for one.  

The second step is to write to each of your senators and your congressmen and ask that they consider you as one of their nominees.  In this letter you should indicate your choices for academies in order of preference as well as:

Name, address, telephone number

Date of birth

Social Security Number

High School name and year of graduation

Names of your parents


The U.S. Cost Guard Academy has an admissions procedure similar to other highly competitive colleges.  There is no nomination process involved.  Write directly for an application or apply online.

ROTC scholarship programs involve a competitive application process as well.  In addition to the written application, candidates must undergo a physical examination, formal interview, and a physical abilities test.  The first step in the process is to apply online:

Format for Congressional Nomination Request to a Military Academy:
(This format is intended as a guide.  A separate letter must be sent to each Senator and Representative to whom you apply.)

REQUEST FOR CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATION TO A MILITARY ACADEMY
Date_______________________
The Honorable_________________________________

United States Senate (House of Representatives)

Washington, D. C.  20510

I desire to attend the     Name Academy     and to be commissioned in the class entering in July, 20____.

The following data are furnished for your information:

Name: ________________________________________________

Permanent Address: ___________________________________

Telephone Number: ____________________________________

Date of Birth: ______________________________Social Security No.________________

High School: ____________________________________________

Names of Parents: _______________________________________

Date of Graduation: ______________ Approx. Grade Point Average__________

ACT/SAT Results: _________________ Rank in Class______________

Extra-curricular activities: __________________________________________

Sincerely, (your name)
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Instructions for Registering with NCAA
When should students register with the clearinghouse?  The NCAA recommends that student athletes register with the clearinghouse at the beginning of their junior year in high school but many students register after their junior year.  There is no registration deadline, but students must be cleared by the clearinghouse before they receive athletic scholarships or compete at a Division I or Division II institution.
1. Go to:  http://eligibilitycenter.org.

2. Click on whichever entering college date is appropriate for you.

3. Enter your information in the upper right hand corner to create an account.

4. Type your information in each space as directed.

5. The school code is 010-408.

6. You need to have a credit card ready to use for the registration fee.

(Students who receive free or reduced-price lunch are eligible for a registration fee waiver and may see a counselor to obtain the waiver.)
7. When you have completed the online form, print 2 copies and take them to the registrar.  The registrar will send your current transcript to the NCAA Eligibility Center and will send your final transcript (after graduation) .  

8. Go to the ACT and/or College Board (for SAT) website and have test scores sent directly to the NCAA (code 9999) if this was not done when you took the test. 
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GOING ONLINE

Those with even rudimentary computer skills can access VALUABLE college data and details in minutes via the Internet. For families without computer access in their homes, students can go online at public libraries and/or in the Oak Mountain High School Library.

U.S. News and World Report publishes America’s Best Colleges each year and the publishers offer information regarding college choices.  Regarding “Helpful Web Sites for Applicants,” they offer the following information:
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDES
Peterson’s Education & Career Center:  http://www.petersons.com/college-search.aspx

Campus news, advice on writing application essays, and an engine for college searches.

The College Board:  www.collegeboard.com 

Useful information about campus visits, interviews, and other parts of the college search process.  Downloadable applications for over 800 colleges and a solid, comprehensive search engine.  There is also abundance of information on the SAT.

U.S. News College and Careers Center:  www.usnews.com 

College rankings, paying for college, tools for student including college search engine, personality quiz, majors search and more.

COLLEGE SEARCH SITES
Getting IN: https://www.kheaa.com/website/kheaa/planning?main=1&display=AL_gettingIn
Helps guide you through the admissions and financial aid processes. It’s easy to use. Getting In provides general information and guidelines you’ll need to begin planning for education or training after high school. You’ll also find helpful information on how to finance your college education; what kinds of financial aid are available and how you can qualify. You’ll also find information on Alabama colleges, universities and trade schools.

College Navigator: http://nces.ed.gov/CollegeNavigator/
College Navigator is a free consumer information tool designed to help students, parents, high school counselors, and others get information about over 7,000 colleges from the US Department of Educations’ database.

College View:  www.collegeview.com 

One of the most detailed search engines on the Net, with wide-ranging criteria that includes diversity, field of study, religious affiliation, athletics, special programs, and services for the disabled.

College Zone:  www.kaplan.com 


Extensive links to colleges and universities.   Advice on interviews and admission. 

The College Board – www.collegeboard.com – college match maker

The Princeton Review:  www.princetonreview.com 

A pretty good search engine with a wide array of variables, including location, academics, sports, student life, and housing.
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FINANCIAL AID
FAFSA on the Web:  www.fafsa.ed.gov 


Interactive Web version of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid

FAFSA Forecaster:  www.fafsa.ed.gov

Interactive Web version of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid.  Click on the link to 
FAFSA4casterto instantly calculate the estimated family contribution and/or see potential grant eligibility.

FastWEB:  www.fastweb.com 


A free, searchable scholarship database that enables you to locate sources of financial aid that is suitable for you.

Financial Aid Information Page:  www.finaid.org 


Rich offerings on everything from scam alerts to scholarship searches.

For International Students:  www.internationalscholarships.com and www.privatestudentloans.com 

Information about print sources may be obtained from www.usnews.com. 

Many books are published to help students with post-secondary planning.  These can be found in the public library, high school library, guidance office, or can be purchased at local bookstores.

CAREER SITES & USEFUL WEB SITES

About .com Career Planning:  www.careerplanning.about.com
Alabama Career Information Network:  http://www.alcareerinfo.org/
America’s Career Info Net:  www.acinet.org/acinet
Career Explorer.net:  www.careerexplorer.net
Keirsey Temperament Sorter:  www.keirsey.com
Know Your Type (Myers Briggs):  www.knowyourtype.com
My Future:  www.myfuture.com
Occupational Outlook Handbook:  www.bls.gov/oco
O-Net Online Center - http://online.onetcenter.org/
Princeton Review Career Quiz:  www.review.com/careers-after-college.aspx
The College Board:  www.collegeboard.org
The Self Directed Search (Holland’s):  www.self-directed-search.com
Government Services Available to Students:  www.students.gov
Test Prep Sites
www.act.org
www.collegeboard.com
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25 Common Myths about College

MYTH 1

It’s better to get good grades than take challenging courses.

Even modest success in advanced or accelerated courses indicates to a college that you can handle challenging courses – like those you will find in college.  A challenging college preparatory program or some advanced placement courses will help you get into more selective colleges.

MYTH 2

The standardized tests (ACT, PSAT, & SAT) are more important than your high school grades.

Your performance in high school is a better predictor of college success than the standardized tests.  Colleges know that.  That does not mean that most colleges won’t look at your SAT or ACT scores.  Some state institutions that have far more applications than they can assess fairly may use scores to determine if you are eligible.

MYTH 3

I need to decide on my career before I can choose a college.

College is a time to explore.  Except in a few specific cases, you can choose a major in your sophomore year and still complete the degree in four years. A surprising number of students discover the field for them while taking a course they didn’t expect to like.  Don’t let well-meaning friends pressure you into deciding on a major field or a career at this time.  

MYTH 4

You can’t get into a selective college if you did poorly in ninth and tenth grade.

Colleges look for improvement in performance as a sign that you can and will do the work.  In fact, a vast improvement as a junior and senior indicates to a college that you have settled down.  However, do not expect to catch up for three poor years in one good semester as a senior.

MYTH 5

If I haven’t heard of a college or university, it can’t be very good.

You may not hear of many of the nation’s finest colleges until you are well into your adult life.  Athletics on television is how most colleges get to be known, but many colleges do not get that kind of exposure.  Some of the nation’s finest colleges don’t play big-time athletics.  Judge a college on its own merits.  Don’t let name recognition determine a good or bad college.

MYTH 6

A lot of out-of-class activities will compensate for poor grades.

Admittedly, colleges consider out-of-class activities such as athletics, student government, and music when they review an application.  But colleges look at your academic performance first.  Lots of out-of-class activities help only if the college already believes you can do the work.  “The thicker the file, the thicker the child” is an expression admissions counselors use when a prospective student submits materials on all that he or she has done, but the student still has the poor high-school grades. 

MYTH 7

Colleges need students so it’s easier to be admitted.

Selective private colleges and most state-supported colleges and universities get more qualified applicants than they can possibly accept.  While some colleges are having difficulty attracting students, many of these have chosen to get smaller rather than admit unqualified students.  Some colleges have lowered their standards, but this also can be a problem for you.  The admissions standards might have been lowered, but what a college and its faculty expect of students might not have changed.  If you are a border-line student at a college that has lowered standards, you have a good chance of getting in over your head.

MYTH 8

You should go to the most prestigious college to which you are admitted.

You should go to the college that “fits” you best.  If it happens to be prestigious, that’s fine.  However, fit has to do with how you feel when you are on campus, that match with how you learn and how the professors teach, and the academic pressure you can handle.  If the college and you are not a good match, you will be unhappy regardless of the prestige.

MYTH 9

Big colleges are best if you haven’t decided on a major field.

Many students think that because there are more courses to choose from, a large college offers greater options for undecided students.  However, choices alone should not be the deciding factor.  If you are undecided, the best college is one that has core requirements or distribution requirements that ensure you will explore new areas and fields.

Also, look for colleges with the strongest academic advising and career counseling programs regardless of their size.  Good advising can help you choose an academic and career path you will enjoy rather than one you think you might like right now.

MYTH 10

The quality of the academic program in which I am interested is the most important characteristic of a college.

About two of five students change their major fields of interest before they actually enroll in college, and about one of two changes their major field once enrolled.  Look for a college that has your current field of interest but is also strong in all its areas.

It’s worth noting that the research on success in graduate school and in employment after college suggests that the best way to master a major field is a combination of learning theory and active, hands-on-learning by doing.  The opportunity to do research on your own or to work side by side with a professor on a project tends to be more valuable than simply taking more courses in the field.                                                         

28

MYTH 11
The best time to visit colleges is after you have been admitted.

Many students have fallen for this myth only to find that none of the colleges to which they were admitted “felt” right when they visited.  If possible, visit before you apply and again after you have been admitted.  If you can visit only once, make it before you apply.

MYTH 12

College is for only four years.

This is wrong on two fronts:  1) You can’t trade in your degree for another one if you didn’t go to the best college for you the first time.  Your college is with you for life.  2)  Only about one of five students completes college in four years.  In fact, only two of five students complete college in six years.  If you plan to be out of college in four years, learn what each college’s four-year graduation rate is.

MYTH 13

Your life will be ruined if you don’t get admitted to your first-choice.

Thousands of students each year do not get admitted to their first choice college and most are happy, healthy individuals today.  Yes, rejection is hard on your ego, but you will not be alone.  Additionally, the vast majority of students who settle for their second choice end up happy at that institution anyway.  Remember, college admission, especially at the more selective colleges, has to be subjective.  With thousands of applications and only a small staff, it is impossible to assess each applicant objectively.  Some applications stand out.  Some don’t.

MYTH 14

You have to take only the minimum college prep courses to get into college.

Technically, this is true.  In reality, it is not.  The more mathematics, science, and languages you take, the better your chances are that you will get into a good four-year college.

MYTH 15

You will have a better chance getting into professional or graduate school if you go to a university that has these graduate programs.

Many students and parents mistakenly think that attending a university with a law school, medical school, or graduate school guarantees admission into that program at graduation.  Very few universities give their students special preference for graduate study, and those that do, reserve it for only the very best students.  Many small colleges and universities have excellent records in placing students in professional schools and graduate programs.  The key to admission is succeeding in a strong major program at a challenging college, not where you go.  Regardless of where you attend, there are no guarantees.

MYTH 16

Colleges are concerned only with my intellectual and academic development.

Many colleges and smaller universities pride themselves on their ability to “develop the whole person.”  Some of this personal development comes from requiring a broad-based general education that contributes to your understanding of the world and our society.  Some of the personal growth takes place in the residence halls where you learn things like tolerance and how to get along with different kinds of people.  In some cases, personal and professional development is intentional.  At these colleges, there are workshops open to students on time management, development is intentional.  At these colleges, there are workshops open to students on time management, developing relationships, handling yourself at a job interview, and your responsibilities as a citizen.

MYTH 17

Even if I get financial aid, I shall have large loans to repay when I graduate.

To see that you don’t have too much debt at graduation, most colleges allow you to borrow only a reasonable amount.  Nationally, on average, students will usually have only $2,500-$3,500 per year in loans.  At most private colleges this represents less than 20% of the annual charges.  Depending on the loan, you will usually have ten years to repay, and you don’t start the repayment until after you graduate.

MYTH 18

You can’t trust the college about financial aid.

Financial aid is not a “you versus me” business.  The job of a college’s financial aid officer is to make it possible for all admitted students to attend their college while staying within the federal guidelines.
MYTH 19

Liberal arts colleges do not have good science programs.

The “liberal” in liberal arts means “broadening” and “freeing” - as in freeing one’s mind from narrow thinking.  The term “liberal arts” is shortened version of the full title:  liberal arts and sciences.  Most liberal arts colleges have been emphasizing science for all students for a century or more.  Since the best way to learn science is by doing science, small colleges with small classes and fewer students in the laboratories often have an advantage.  Proportionally, far more physicians and PhDs have earned their undergraduate degrees from small liberal arts colleges than from large universities.

MYTH 20

Residence halls are simply places in which to sleep.

This is true at many large institutions, but it is not at smaller colleges.  At “residential colleges” the staff takes advantage of the 24-hour learning experience.  Many small colleges have regular activities in the residence halls ranging from those focusing on wellness and personal growth to film festivals and Super Bowl parties.  A residential college offers a unique time in your life to blend your academic, social, personal, and recreational life.  The famous college tradition, the late night “bull session,” often deals in subject matter from academic courses, personal beliefs, and arguments over the views of famous philosophers.  Residential life can add a great deal to your college experience.
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MYTH 21

Large universities have greater diversity.

This is true if “diversity” simply means having greater numbers of African Americans, Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans, Native Americans, and international students.  Unfortunately, the size and nature of a large university often means that there is little interaction among those of various ethnic and racial backgrounds.  At large universities, groups of students can often choose to live and learn together and separately from other students.  At small schools, however, the student population is small enough that you will get to know well, or in passing, virtually all students.  If the value of diversity is to learn to understand and appreciate other cultures and groups, than small colleges often offer greater diversity.

MYTH 22

Your college experience will pretty much be like everyone else’s.

This can be true at large universities where the number of students makes “personalizing” the experience difficult.  It is generally not true at smaller colleges and universities.  At these institutions, students can and are encouraged to study overseas, do an internship, pursue and independent study project, conduct research with a professor, major in two fields, cluster courses on a single topic, and so forth.  In fact, at most smaller institutions you can even design your own major.

MYTH 23

Only the very best students receive financial aid from colleges.

If you area admitted and have financial need, colleges generally want to make it possible for you to attend.  In fact, the greatest proportion of financial assistance at private colleges tends to go to students in the middle of the class.  High-ability students or students with special talents may receive “merit-based scholarships.”
MYTH 24

State-supported institutions offer more financial aid than private colleges do.

State-supported colleges and universities offer very little of their own resources for financial assistance.  As the name suggests, state-supported institutions are subsidized by their respective states and that allows them to charge less.  However, state institutions are also more likely to offer only loans to students who do not have a high need.

MYTH 25

The federal government provides most of the financial aid.

Government funds comprise only a very small proportion of the financial aid available.  In fact, the government continually reduces the amount of grant money - money that does not need to be paid back.  Private colleges, especially, supply the largest portion of financial aid.
** Source:  My College Options by George Dehne, Developer of the Personal Inventory of College Styles
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Joan Doyle, Principal





Randy Fuller, Superintendent





ACT and SAT preparation and registration materials, as well as all aspects of the college admissions process, are available in the guidance office.








Preparing for the Test Day





Be confident in your ability to do well


Be prepared to work hard


Know what to expect on the test day


Prepare well in advance


Get plenty of rest the night before the test


Arrive promptly at 8:00 a.m. for the test session


Dress for temperature variations at the test site





Take these items to the test center:


Photo identification


Your test center admission ticket


Three sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers


Calculator (if desired) for the Math test


Watch (without alarm function)





General Test-Taking Strategies


Pace yourself


Read the directions for each test carefully


Read each question carefully


Answer the easy questions first


Use logic in the more difficult questions


Review your work


Answer every questions - NO PENALTY for guessing


Be precise in marking your answer sheet


Erase completely
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Obtain General Information


Schedule campus visits


Investigate sources of financial aid


Access online application forms





College Name





U.S. Air Force Academy�Director of Admissions�HQ USAFA/RRS�2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 200�USAF Academy, CO 80840-5025�(800) 433-9266�� HYPERLINK "http://www.usafa.af.mil/rr" \t "_top" �www.usafa.af.mil/rr� 


U.S. Army�Director of Admissions�U.S. Military Academy�606 Thayer Road�West Point, NY 10996-1797�(800) 822-USMA�� HYPERLINK "http://www.usma.edu/" \t "_top" �http://www.usma.edu/� 


U.S. Coast Guard�Director of Admissions�U.S. Coast Guard Academy�31 Mohegan Avenue�New London, CT 06320-9807�(800) 424-8883�� HYPERLINK "http://www.cga.edu/" \t "_top" �http://www.cga.edu/� 


U.S. Merchant Marine�Admissions Office�U.S. Merchant Marine Academy�Kings Point, NY 11024�(561) 773-5391�(561) 773-5390 FAX�� HYPERLINK "http://www.usmma.edu/" \t "_top" �http://www.usmma.edu/� 


U.S. Navy/Marines�U.S. Naval Academy�ATTN: Candidate Guidance Office�117 Decatur Road�Annapolis, MD 21402-5018�� HYPERLINK "http://www.nadn.navy.mil/" \t "_top" �http://www.nadn.navy.mil/�





Air   ROTC Scholarship Application	                  Army ROTC Scholarship		Navy ROTC Scholarship


	All branches including Air Force	                  � HYPERLINK "http://www.goarmy.rotc" ��www.goarmy.rotc�			� HYPERLINK "http://www.nrotc.navy.mil" ��www.nrotc.navy.mil�		� HYPERLINK "http://www.military.com" ��www.military.com�	


					Comparison of ROTC programs


					� HYPERLINK "http://www.todaysmilitary.com" ��www.todaysmilitary.com�




















	


    


  





            			            











