INDIRECT CHARACTERIZATION
Indirect characterization- is used when an author drops hints or clues about a character’s behaviors, attitude, or personality. The reader is required to pick up on the clues and make inferences about a character. The clues can be identified through the character’s attire, actions, speech, inner thoughts, and what other characters say about that specific character.

Direct characterization is when the author tells us exactly what to think about a character.

Direct—She was a beautiful girl.

Indirect- Her illustrious blond locks bounced gently in the breeze. She could have been a Pantene model, but even that couldn’t describe her radiance. Her eyes blazed a blue only seen in a perfect backdrop of a spring sky. Her smile made the stars seem dull, but it was her kind and innocent spirit that truly made her statuesque in they eyes of all who knew her.
Direct—Tony was a jerk

Indirect—Tony’s own mother loathed when he’d walk through the front door. She would stand clench jawed waiting for one of his verbal attacks. He often liked to remind her that it was her fault that he was the way he was. He rarely made it a night without telling her that he wished she was dead instead of his father. The dog couldn’t even escape Tony’s wrath; daily, poor Pipsy would catch the steel toed tip of Tony’s black combat boot clean in the face, and she’d whimper off under the table and try to disappear for the night. The phone never rang for him, and he was never asked to go out, mostly because he had tormented and crushed every person who even tried to love or befriend him.
Direct—Chris was a trustworthy guy.

Indirect—He was always sent out with the large nightly deposit. Chris was given the only other key to the safe, and he knew every password for all the employees. The boss didn’t even tempt himself with that information, so he passed it on to Chris, knowing full well that Chris would never abuse his knowledge or give away any information. No one had to look over his shoulder or keep the camera on his office. He followed the rules perfectly and had never given anyone a false or fraudulent story.

Now it’s your turn. Come up with five words to describe a person directly. Then, turn each word into indirect characterization –SHOW don’t TELL!
Now, you are to assume the persona of one of the main characters (Bill, Sam, Mr. Dorset, or  Red Chief) and write a Dear Abby letter about the problems you are having with the other character. However, the letter may only include indirect characterization in it.  Students must use verbs to show what the other character is doing to create problems.  As in a typical Dear Abby letter, the writing will ultimately ask for advice.
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TYPE III

______________________________ FCA -5 clear examples of indirect characterization       25 pts.         
_______________________________FCA - accurate set up for “Dear Abby”

  10 pts.
          
_______________________________FCA -correct punctuation and capitalization
               15 pts


	X

	

	X



	X

	

	X

	

	X

	

	X

	

	X

	

	X

	

	X


