Socratic Seminar Guidelines
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· Be prepared to participate

· Don’t raise hands

· Invite others into the

       discussion

· Refer to the text

· Comments must be

       appropriate/respectful/focused

· Listen to and build on one

         another’s comments

Grade Level/Subject: This lesson is appropriate for 7th grade Language Arts.  This lesson will introduce students to the Socratic Seminar.

Materials Needed:


1) The Heart of a Chief


2) Socratic Seminar guidelines overhead (to be put up for every seminar)


3) Socratic Seminar Entry Slip

Lesson Objective: Through a Socratic Seminar, students will be able to gain a deeper understanding of the novel (through chapter 6) through discussion in a student-run/student-based method of instruction.  Students will answer both interpretive and evaluative questions concerning important issues in the novel (people’s need to belong, the theme of change, etc) and in real life.

Hook:  Tell students that over the next couple days we’ll be participating in a new kind of method used in many colleges (the word “college” often gets the attention of students!) (
Procedures:

1) DAY 1: Tell students that this method is known as the Socratic Seminar, named for the famous Socrates.  Ask students if any of them know anything about Socrates.  Listen to several responses before sharing the following:

Socrates was a famous Greek philosopher.  His method of teaching encouraged students to question everything.  The Greek government became uneasy with this method, for when people begin to question everything, they are no longer blinded by what they are told.  Instead, they look at everything with a critical eye.  Because Socrates’s methods made the Greek government nervous, they sentenced him to death.  His death sentence was to drink a poisoned drink (hemlock).  One of his students was so inspired by Socrates, that he dedicated his life to writing down everything Socrates ever said – that student was Plato.  Today, thousands of years later, we realize how brilliant his methods were.  What we’re going to embark on the next couple days is based on Socrates’s methods – the Socratic Seminar.

2) Put the guidelines up on the overhead.  Go over each one with the students.  Tell them that the job of the teacher is merely to facilitate – to bring the discussion back to the focused question if it starts to head into left field.  The teacher is also responsible for making sure the guidelines are met.  Tell students, too, that they shouldn’t be afraid if there are some long silences – that’s to be expected as people collect their thoughts and take turns speaking.

3) Tell students that to prepare for the Socratic Seminar, they MUST do the reading and respond to the pre-seminar question.  Hand out the Socratic Seminar Entry Slips.  Go over the question with them: Why do people feel such a need to belong?

4) Tell students that only those who have a completed slip will be allowed to participate in the seminar.  One of the most important things needed for a seminar to be successful is prepared participants.  Those without completed entry slips will work on an essay by themselves.  

5) DAY 2:As students walk into class, collect their Socratic Seminar Entry Slips.  

6) Have students arrange desks in a circle.  Also, hand each student a post-it note.  On this post-it, they should write their name, period, and the date.  Tell them that this is the tool they will use to keep track of their participation.  For each comment they share, they should make a tally mark.  Their goal for today is 1-2 tally marks each.  Students should also be aware if they say too much.  If they have 3-4 tally marks, they should take the initiative to invite someone who hasn’t spoken to join the conversation.  They will turn in these post-its at the end of class.

7) Put of the guidelines for the Socratic Seminar.  Once again, go over each of the guidelines.

8) Tell students that they were asked to think about chapter six last night through the Entry Slip question.  Today’s seminar starts with the question:  Look at the bottom of page 80.  What do you think Doda means when he says “Remember this, grandson…everything can come back.  It just needs a place to come back to.”  If you’re having trouble, think about what you wrote on your Entry Slips and see how what you wrote might fit with this quote.  Conduct the seminar.

9) After 8-10 minutes, ask the evaluative question: Do you agree that everything has to belong?  Do you agree that everything has a place?

10) After 3-5 more minutes, ask students the post questions: What are your thoughts on the seminar?  Did you learn anything new?  What was different for you in this discussion compared to other discussions?

11) Tell students that we’re going to try a longer Socratic Seminar on Monday.  For Monday, they must read chapters 7 and 8 and are responsible for all chapters 1-8.  

12) Pass out Socratic Seminar Entry Slip for Monday’s seminar.  Again, in order for them to participate, they MUST present this slip upon entry.  

13) Day 3: Repeat steps 5-10, giving 2-3 minutes more for each part of the Socratic Seminar.

Pre-seminar questions for the Entry Slips for Monday (pass out Thursday):

Have students think of this both in terms of the novel and their own life experiences.

What is change?  What changes are taking place in the novel?

Interpretive question:

Read the quote on page 48-49 that starts, “Doda turns his head back… (p. 49) that is all he’s going to say.”

Why does Doda say stones don’t get impatient?  What does Doda mean by this?  How can you apply this statement to other issues in the novel?

Evaluative question:

What do you think the value of patience is?

Post-seminar questions:

What did you learn from this seminar?

How did you feel about this seminar?

Closure: I hope you all found the Socratic Seminar helpful in really digging into the novel and examining, thoroughly, the issues.

Assessment: Assessment will be based on participation.  Are students participating according to their post-it note slips?  Are students participating according to their entry slips?
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