
Name:                                                 Date:                                 Sections 5-3A 

HW: GM7 p. 296 (1-12, omit 11) 

 

5-3A Similar Figures 
 

Similar Figures – same shape but different size.  
Congruent Figures – same shape and same size. 
Indirect Measurement – uses similar figures to find the length, width or height of objects that are too difficult 
to measure directly (use shadows and right triangles). 
 
SIMILAR FIGURES 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  Are scale drawings and models considered similar figures? 
 
Ex. 1:  Identify which rectangle is similar to rectangle FGHI. 
 
 
         

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ex. 2:  If △ 𝐴𝐵𝐶~ △ 𝐷𝐸𝐹, find the length of 𝐷𝐹.   Ex. 3: At a certain time of day, a palm tree that is 71ft 

high casts a shadow 42.6ft long. At the same time, a 
nearby flagpole casts a shadow that is 15ft long. How 
tall is the flagpole? 
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