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Geography 
Coach Marsh 

Annotating Text 
 
 
Read Text:  Read the selection independently once, then read 
the selected text using the chunking method; annotate 
accordingly. 
 
 
Insert Symbols:  Insert the following symbols into the text as 
you read. 
 

Main Idea - star 
Find the main idea of the reading and put a star by it. 
 
 
Questions – question mark 
I do not understand or am unaware of this. 
 

 
Interesting – hash tag 
I did not know this/I find it interesting. 

 
Unknown word or phrase – circle  
I don’t know what this word or phrase meant. 

__ Evidence – underline 

Underline any statement that supports the main idea 

of the passage. 

 

 

Write:  This is about active engagement with the text; have a 

written conversation with the reading. 

 Use the left margin to make notations about what the 

passage is saying.    

 Use the right margin to note interesting or surprising 

information. 

Group:  Discuss the reading with your group, focus on the 

items you did not understand as well as those you 

found interesting 

 As a group use a dictionary to look up the words you 

circled. 
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