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Christopher Columbus:  Explorer of the New World 
 

1. Why had China been cut off from European traders? 

2. Columbus learned the latest in navigation while living in what country? 

3. Who were the first Europeans known to have reached the Americas? 

4. How did Portugal's King John react to Columbus' proposed voyage? 

5. How did Columbus support himself while living in Spain? 

6. What were the names of Columbus' three ships on his 1492 voyage? 

7. Why did Columbus and his crew look down upon the Native Americans? 

8. From where does the derogatory term "Indian giver" come? 

9. What happened to the sailors Columbus left behind in the Caribbean 

during his first voyage? 

10. Describe the problems of Columbus' rule in the Caribbean. 

11. How many voyages did Columbus make to the New World? 

12. Describe the last years of Columbus' life. 

13. Imagine that you are Christopher Columbus.  Is there anything that you 

would do differently?  Explain your answer. 


