Civics
Chapter 2 Study Guide 

Roots of American Democracy
(p. 28-47)
Answer the following:
1. The lawmaking body that began as a group of advisors to King Henry III became known as ___________________.

2. What is the rule of law based on precedent and customs called?
3. The Pilgrims arrived in America in 1620.  They signed the __________________________ which established a tradition of direct democracy.

4. Who wrote Common Sense?   What did it call for?
5. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?  When was the Declaration approved by the Second Continental Congress?

6. According to the Declaration of Independence what was the purpose of government?
7. His Second Treatise of Government published in 1690 influenced American patriots such as Thomas Jefferson.
8. Why was the Massachusetts Constitution unique?
9. What was the first Constitution of the United States?  Describe its weaknesses.
10. What is a constitution?

11. The formation of the ______________________________ marked the beginning of self-government in colonial America.

12. In 1215 English nobles rebelled and forced the King to sign the ____________________ which granted certain rights to all landholders.

13. What was the first permanent English settlement in North America called?

14. When English judges were asked to try a case they would look for a ___________________________.

15. After parliament passed the ________________________ Act in 1765, they colonists boycotted British goods.

16. The Tea Act provoked the ________________________________________ in which colonists dressed like Native Americans and dumped tea into Boston Harbor.
17. The colonists called the First Continental Congress after Parliament passed the Coercive, or ______________________ Acts.

