
HELENA HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA RULES

First, congratulations! Your child has been chosen to participate in a show for Helena High School! I am looking to create a unique and wonderful learning experience for your child over the next several weeks/months. I know that you and your child may be wondering what all is involved in being a part of a production. This sheet is meant to help serve as a guide. 

FEES

On the audition form it stated that there might be a $75 fee attached if cast in the show. Here is the breakdown of said fee. 

$5 - Script

$20 - Makeup kit

$50 Costume/s & accessories

Script - Of course a student can borrow a script and never pay the fee, however this means they can’t mark in it since it belongs to the school and many times actors need to write notes for stage directions, character insight, and reminders for props. This can be paid at any point in time during the show run. However, I try not to over order so preferably only one script per person.

Makeup Kit - Over the course of your child’s high school career, they might be asked to participate in several shows. Mehron has some of the best makeup kits available, however their website and customer service for independent orders is lacking something. In the past, we discovered that it can be easier to just order through the school and they respond quickly to those orders. If your child already has a stage makeup kit, then this fee should be waived. We tend to label all kits and keep them stored here for future use. At any point in time if your child needs to take his/her makeup kit, he/she may do so. The makeup kit is important because it allows students to practice an important part of stagecraft and to be seen better under such bright lights which tends to wash them out. This part of the fee should be paid within 3 weeks of this meeting so that we have time to order and deliver the kits for the show. 

Costume/s - While we do have a costume storage room, we currently do not have the capability to build our own costumes. Also, many time shows are set during specific periods of time and may require special costuming or accessories. Thankfully, we work with Samford University to rent costumes that are tailored to the show and your child. As part of this process, we also might have to go thrift store shopping for specific items that Samford might not have and this fee helps to pay for that. Also, do not be surprised if part of the costume comes from home as we find that it is usually better to use items of clothing the actor is already comfortable and familiar with when possible. This fee should be paid as soon as possible and certainly before dress rehearsals.  

** If you have any questions regarding these fees and whether or not they apply to you or how to pay them, please feel free to ask me at any time**

DELINEATION OF CAST ROLES

When casting a play, you have multiple parts to think about.

Main Roles

Understudies

Ensemble groups - ex. Town stooges

Main Roles should prepare as if they will be in every performance and at every rehearsal unless noted on the calendar that they are not needed. 

Understudies should prepare just as hard as a main role person because they never know what will happen to someone in the future and have to be prepared to step in and take over a part seamlessly, like a backup quarterback for a football team. 

Ensemble groups are welcome at all rehearsals, but need only be at two rehearsals a week. These rehearsals will be indicated by a * beside the practice name. 

REHEARSAL ETIQUETTE

· If a student should be missing from a rehearsal for any reason, it is imperative that this is communicated to the Stage Manager or to me prior to the start of rehearsal. Email, text, calling are all legitimate options of communication. If this is due to an ongoing engagement, that is fine as long as we are made aware of this and that they can follow the dress rehearsal and performance rules below.
· If a student misses two rehearsals with no legitimate reason or excuse given, they will lose their place on the cast with no refund given if items are already ordered. 
· Understudies are expected to come as much as possible. It is standard practice that someone who is a full-time understudy will perform the play for at least 1 night during the run of the show. This night will usually be the Sunday performance of the show but could be different depending on the needs of the understudy and/or main role. 
·  DRESS REHEARSAL AND PERFORMANCES - All actors are expected to be at Dress Rehearsals and Performances on time. If an emergency arises, it needs to be run past Mr. Casey for permission. 
· During rehearsal, students are expected to be visible and able to be monitored by an adult or Mr. Casey. Students are not to wander off where they can’t be seen by a video camera or an adult. 
·  Down time from rehearsing on stage is best spent in one of the following manners: learning lines, refreshing yourself on blocking, analyzing character, doing homework, studying, reading, etc. While rehearsal might take up almost 2 hours a day after school, I don’t consider using rehearsal a legitimate excuse as to why some work wasn’t accomplished in time for a class. If you commit to an extra-curricular activity, then you also commit to having better time management and responsibility.
· School comes first. Grades and GPA are important and should be kept at C average minimum. 

