Response Journal 
Reading Critically in the Content Area
The Double Entry Journal
	Content

(Respond while reading)

1. Key Phrases

2. Important words

3. Main ideas

4. Puzzling passages

5. Summarize passages

6. Powerful passages

7. Key parts of chapter

8. Unfamiliar words

9. Author’s view
	Meaning

(Respond after reading)

1. Why is the idea in the key phrases important?

2. Why are these words important?

4. a) What might the puzzling passage mean?

    b) Why is the passage puzzling?

    c) My prediction of what the author will do with this passage.
6. a) My reaction to the powerful passage.

    b) Personal experience that connects with a passage. 

8. a) My definition of what the unfamiliar words mean.

   b) Why I think these words mean that (See response to 8a).

9) Comment on author’s view


Students may be allowed to choose the numbers to which they will respond, or the teacher may assign certain numbers. Students record the question and their responses in their notebook or journal. After journalizing, a class or small group discussion should follow.
The Triple Entry Journal

	Content

(Respond while reading)


1. Key Phrases

2. Key vocabulary words

3. How is the passage / chapter / document organized?

4. Key ideas
	Meaning

(Respond after reading)

1. a) Why is the idea in the key phrases important?

   b) How did the author develop this argument or line of thought?

3.    How are the parts related to the whole?

4. a) What are the assumptions of the author?

   b) What is the purpose of the writing?

   c) What are some key questions that probe for deeper understanding?
	Hearing other Voices

(Respond after reading)

These questions go with Content question 1 or 4.
How would the teacher explain this phrase or idea?

How would the author explain this?

How would an expert in the field explain this? (Use the language of the discipline in your response.)

Choose a character in literature or history. How would he/she explain this?

Explain or retell as a satirist.

Express as a political cartoon.

Choose a song or piece of music that would fit well as background music for this passage. 
Explain your choice.


Everyone is assigned or chooses one or two from the first two boxes. High-end thinkers are assigned or choose one or more from the third block.

Add other questions to fit the literature at hand and as your imagination takes flight. Try to address as many learning styles as possible, especially in box three.
