Chain Link Cause and Effect Diagram (Example)
Directions: As a class, list some primary effects of the Gulf oil spill. Write each effect on a separate chain link.
Event:  Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill of 2010
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Directions for Part II:Group students with 3-4 students per group. Each group selects one of the primary effects from the chain above and lists many, varied secondary effects related to their primary effect.



What are some secondary effects of the Gulf Oil Spill?
Primary Effect: Polluted Beaches

Directions for Part III: 
Each group now selects one of the secondary effects from the chain above and lists many, varied tertiary effects related to their secondary effect.

What are some tertiary effects of the Gulf Oil Spill?

Secondary Effect: Homes Devalued

For younger students, making a real paper chain with one effect per chain link works well. Write each primary effect on a strip of paper and form it into a chain link. Separate the “effect” links with a blank link. After the secondary effect chain is made, attach it to the class paper chain, linking it to the strip of paper with the  primary cause written on it. 



























Example
Student Name_________________________________________________
Chain Link Cause and Effect Diagram

Directions: As a class, list some primary effects of____________________. Write each effect on a separate chain link.

Event:  __________________________________

Directions for Part II: Group students with 3-4 students per group. Each group selects one of the primary effects from the chain above and lists many, varied secondary effects related to their primary effect.



What are some secondary effects of______________________?

Primary Effect: ________________________
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Adapted for use by Nancy Johnson


