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BEFORE WE GET STARTED

Welcome and introductions
Today’s session will last about 20 minutes

Feel free to ask questions at any time by speaking into your phone or by
using the “Q&A” feature at the top of your screen

Please press *6 to mute your phone; #6 will unmute your phone

Copies of the slides from today’s presentation will be available from the
web page you will be directed when we conclude the session
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Diagnostic and Counseling Center

Provides individualized assessments and educational guidance for
average to above-average students

Helps families, students, and schools understand the strengths
and weaknesses of students (we focus on both)

Assists individuals and their families in finding ways to support
the student's overall educational needs
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Who We Serve?

Students from age 4 to 18

Students whose parents want information about their children’s
cognitive strengths and areas in need of growth

Capable students who are not sufficiently challenged in school

Students who are underachieving and/or have inconsistent
performance in school
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Presentation Goals

Definitions and Myths

Characteristics of the Gifted Underachiever
& Twice-Exceptional (2e) Student

Strategies for 2e identification and
programming
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2nd grader who is has excellent verbal reasoning and
excels in math, but struggles to read and write

5th grader who is creative, excels sporadically, is
disorganized, and is thought to be “lazy”

8th grader who works with great effort te compensate for
difficulty learning new material quickly and completing
multi-step tasks

11th grader who has a long history of getting excellent
grades but now struggles with a demanding course load
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RESOURCES

DCC - cty.jhu.edu/counseling/index.html

Hoagies - www.hoagiesgifted.org
NAGC -

IDL -gifteddifferentlearners.org/Walkingthepath
2e -

Legal Issues in Identifying and Serving Twice-Exceptional Learners
(weinfeldeducationgroup.com)

LDOnline - http://www.ldonline.org/
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EXAMPLE - Anna

2nd grader who has struggled to make progress in reading even with some
intervention with the school reading specialist

Teacher - reading is difficult, needs a lot of time to copy from the board,
average attention

Testing - above average reasoning, conceptual understanding, memory;
however, very low reading (rate and accuracy for oral, phonological
awareness and memory)

Reading Disorder - with recommendations for a reading specialist and
intervention at the phonological level, support services such as books-on-
tape, build sight-word vocab., but not decrease discussion of material and
level of challenge in math

All other programs > grade level
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EXAMPLE - Michael

3rd grader - good grades without effort, but inconsistent writing performance._ He is
distracting to others and seated by himself in the back of the class. He feels alienated.

Teacher - indicated that he is excitable and impulsive, interrupts others, fidgets, and leaves
his seat.

Parents - frustrated the school focuses on: his behavior rather than his academic abilities,
concerned that Michael feels that school'is not a good place for him

Testing - excellent verbal and nonverbal reasoning abilities, visual working memory,
academic skills in math, reading, and writing. However, he has significant weaknesses in
sustained attention on basic tasks, shifting of attention, impulsivity, and auditory attention
(i.e., separating teacher’s instructions from classroom noise).

Very bright but with ADHD (Combined Type) - needs challenge in all subjects and the option
to work forward, minimization of rote and repetitious work, clear instructions and prompts
to get back on task, placement in the front of the class, and reward system to increase quiet
work, finding errors, etc...
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