· The 5-S Strategy
1. Sentences-Discover the key sentences. Read the first and last sentence of the passage, skim the middle, and then read the whole thing.  

2. Speaker-Discover the speaker.  Look for the number of speakers and the narrator’s point of view. Note anything that gives a clue about the speaker’s tone.

3. Situation-Discover the situation. What is happening? State the situation in one clear sentence.
4. Shifts-Discover the shifts.  Find the big changes in the way the sentences are put together, the way the words are used, and the way the writer changes what he or she is saying. Find areas of the passage where you can locate the most changes, and closely annotate them. You need to look for changes in (syntax, diction, connotation, denotation, tone, sentence length, rhythm, punctuation, or patterns of imagery).

5. Syntax- Discover the significant syntax.  Syntax is the words that are chosen and the way they are put together.  Look for changes in sentence length, order, use of punctuation, and typographical elements such as italics, sentence inversion, etc. Syntax is the way the writer reveals him or herself through the use of words and sentence structure. Identifying this syntax will often guide the reader to the part of the passage that conveys the most meaning—the crux.
BASIC TERMS FOR ANALYSIS

1. crux—the part of the literature that conveys the MOST meaning

2. dialogue

3. diction- is word choice (pay attention to connotation, denotation and dialect)

4. figures of speech—hyperbole, metaphor, metonymy, oxymoron, paradox, personification, simile, synecdoche, understatement

5. imagery- is a vivid description that you can clearly perceive with one or more of your 5 senses

6. irony-verbal, situational, and dramatic

7. mood

8. motif--the reoccurrence of themes, ideas, symbols, tone, etc.
9. organization—associative, chronological

10. plot—exposition, conflict, flashback, foreshadowing, suspense, point of view (person, perspective, shift)
11. punctuation—dashes, commas, end punctuation, italics, lack of punctuation
12. sentences—declarative, exclamatory, interrogative, imperative; simple, compound, complex, compound-complex; cumulative, loose, periodic; balanced, fragment, run-on; etc.

13. sentence variety- sentence beginnings, sentence patterns, subject/predicate order, etc.

14. setting
15. sound devices—alliteration, assonance, consonance, cacophony, euphony, onomatopoeia, rhyme, rhythm, etc.

16. style
17. syntax—anaphora, antithesis, asyndeton, polysyndeton, punctuation marks, repetition, reversal (inversion), rhetorical question

18. symbolism
19. theme
20. tone
